
 

 

 

SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP HALL 

JULY 7, 2010 
 

Members Present Members Absent Others Present 
   

A.  Seaver B.  Gombar B. Smith, Planner 
C.  Nolan  C. Edlinger, Recording Secretary 
E.  Majask   
P. Brucker   
B. Nelson   
R. McGraw             
 
Mr. Brucker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

 
Motion by Mr. Nelson, supported by Ms. Seaver, to approve the minutes of May 19, 
2010. 
 
VOTE:  6 YEAS 0 NAYS 1 ABSENT  MOTION CARRIED 
       Gombar 
             
New Business:   
 

A. S-10-14 and SUP-10-02 – Geiersbach Construction of Freeland, Michigan is 
requesting a special use permit and site plan approval to construct an 
addition of approximately 6,200 square feet and associated additional parking 
and site improvements to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church located at 5250 
Mackinaw. 
 

Ms. Smith stated the addition is proposed to be located to the east of the existing 
building, matching the existing front building line.  The addition will be used for worship 
services and the original building will be used for other gathering space, offices and 
similar uses.  The development is located on an 8.04 acre parcel, at the southeast 
corner of the intersection of Schust and Mackinaw Roads.  The existing church has 
access from Mackinaw Road only.  An additional driveway is proposed approximately 
275 feet east of Mackinaw Road, on Schust Road.  The final plan must be reviewed and 
approved by the Saginaw County Road Commission. 
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Whereas Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a permitted use after special approval within the 
R-1A, Low Density Residential-Transitional zoning district and the project complies with 
the general development standards of the Township, staff recommends approval of 
SUP-10-02 and S-10-14 with the conditions listed in staff’s report. 
 
Seymour Geiersbach, a representative of Geiersbach Construction, on behalf of Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church, stated they had no problems with the nine (9) conditions listed in 
staff’s report.   
 
Mr. Brucker then asked for public comments in favor or in opposition to the proposed 
site plan and special use permit. 
 

1. Kay Bostwick, 3875 Prairie Creek, inquired how far to the east will the proposed 
addition be located.  Bridget Smith stated approximately 60 feet further east then 
the existing building. 

2. Sue Dobson, 3880 Prairie Creek, inquired about the timeline for the project.  Mr. 
Seymour Geiersbach stated they will be starting the project late July and 
completing the project late December. 

 
There being no further comments, Mr. Brucker closed the public hearing portion of this 
proposed site plan and special use permit.   
 
Discussion followed among the Planning Commission members.   
 
Motion by Mr. Nelson, supported by Mr. Majask, to recommend approval of the 
proposed special use permit (SUP-10-02) to the Township Board upon the following 
nine (9) conditions listed below: 
 
1. Approval of a final site plan by the Community Development Department, Fire 

Department, Building Department and the Department of Public Services. 
 
2. Submission and approval of a landscaping plan, showing type, quantity and area 

compliant with the Township’s parking standards and street tree requirements.  
Staff would like to meet with the applicant/owner to discuss alternative placement 
of landscaping to better shield residents on the east side of the proposed parking 
area and driveway. 

 
3. On-site lighting should not exceed fifteen feet (15’) in height and be equipped 

with a cut-off fixture to prevent light trespass. 
 

4. The points at which the sidewalk crosses the driveway shall be denoted in a 
change of surface and a change in texture. 
 

5. The parking area and entry drives shall be curbed. 
 

6. Approval of the driveway location and issuance of a driveway permit by the 
Saginaw County Road Commission. 
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7. A revised dumpster enclosure and gate, consistent with the materials used for 

the building, is required. 
 

8. A sidewalk connection to the building is required. 
 

9. Cardinal Square elements are required.  
 
VOTE:  6 YEAS 0 NAYS 1 ABSENT  MOTION CARRIED 
       Gombar 
 
Motion by Mr. Nelson, supported by Mr. McGraw, to recommend approval of the 
proposed site plan (S-10-14) upon the same conditions listed in the proposed special 
use permit SUP-10-02. 
 
VOTE:  6 YEAS 0 NAYS 1 ABSENT  MOTION CARRIED 
       Gombar 
 
Receive and File All Correspondence: 
 

A. The June 2010 issue of Planning & Zoning News 
 
Other New Business:    
 

A. Bridget Smith reviewed with the Planning Commission proposed zoning changes 
regarding DVD vending machines.  The Planning Commission approved staff in 
preparing language to be brought to them for review at a future meeting. 

 
Old Business:  
 

A. S-10-13 – T-Mobile of Downers Grove, IL has received administrative site 
plan approval to replace three (3) antennas on the existing tower within T-
Mobile’s existing array, install six (6) tower mounted amplifiers, and install one 
(1) additional transmitter within T-Mobiles existing ground space at the 
existing monopole at 2065 Schust Road. (12-4-02-4001-001)               

 
Adjournment: 
 
Motion by Mr. McGraw, supported by Mr. Nolan, to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  6 YEAS 0 NAYS 1 ABSENT  MOTION CARRIED 
       Gombar 
      
 

 

 

 


