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'_SIGN SURVEY FOR SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP

June, 2002

Saginaw and Kochville Townships are looking for your opinion about signs in our Townships.
The information you provide will help us understand your perceptions and concerns about sign

& Safety

& Appearance
& Usefulness and
& Quantity

in residential and commercial areas of the Townships. Your answers will be used as part of the
information gathered to rewrite the sign regulations for both Townships. The intent of this effort
is to make sign regulations more consistent along commercial corridors and eliminate non
conforming signs over time.

These regulations are also intended to benefit business owners by making signs more attractive
and effective. CHANGESTO THE REGULATIONSMAY AFFECT YOU
FINANCIALLY OR IN ANOTHER WAY AS ABUSINESS OWNER, SO WE
STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOUR INPUT IN THIS PROCESS.

The guestions on this survey are divided among the four categories listed: safety, appearance,
usefulness and quantity. Some questions are asked about in more than one category. The
purpose of thisisto record your opinion about each category separately.

A sdlf addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed for your convenience. Please answer the survey
and mail it back in the enclosed envelope to Saginaw Charter Township Planning/Zoning
Department, 4980 Shattuck Road, Saginaw M1 48603. If additional survey forms are needed,
please call Saginaw Charter Township (989) 791-9865 or Kochville Township (989) 792-7256.
If you have any questions regarding this survey or of the sign ordinance revisions, please call
Cindy Winland, Planner at (989) 839-2031.

Please return the survey on or before July 16, 2002

Thank you for your participation!



Examples of Signs:

Listed below are examples that will help familiarize you with terminology associated with signs.
This section of the survey asks questions about signs in commercial areas where there are a
number of businesses in close proximity. Examples of these areas are on Bay Road, State Street
and Tittabawassee Road. Please answer the questiors with commercia signsin mind.

The photographs below represent examples of signs reference in the survey:

Marquee On Awning Billboard Sign

Pole Sign Monument Sign




Safety:

Please answer these questions thinking about driving safety only.

1 Please rank the most important feature of a sign by using a number 1 for the most
important and a number 5 for the least important.

Signs for businesses should be combined where possible.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

280 (91)

171 (22)

30 (13)

It is difficult to find businesses using the existing signs.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

143 (42)

247 (51)

91 (31)

1 2 3 4 5
Easy to see 180 (16) 61 (5) 95 (15) 29 (5) 7(3)
Not distracting for drivers 85 (18) 119 (19) 83 (5) 58 (3) 31 (3)
Well designed 48 (4) 52 (5) 60 (12) | 133(14) | 85(8)
Does not obstruct drivers 184 (24) 81 (13) 60 (1) 34 (4) 17 (1)
No identification on 33(6) 21 (0) 38 (6) 53(9) 210
building (19)
2. It is difficult to see signs mounted on poles.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
63 (25) 370 (90) 48 (14)
Signs should be closer to the road.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
128 (22) 291 (90) 60 (13)



Please answer these questions thinking about the appearance of signs only.

1.

=

ear ance:.

The most attractive signs are: Please rank signs according to their attractiveness by using

1 for most attractive and 5 for least attractive.

1 2 3 4 5
Wall mounted 55 (7) 95 (12) 121 (11) 66 (5) 42 (5)
Marquees 135 (23) 94 (12) 124 (5) 63(1) | 17(1)
Billboards 19 (2 20 (0) 28 (4) 50 (3) 256
(32)
Ground mounted 142 (11) 35 (7) 52 (10) 37 (10) 25 3)
Pole mounted 91 (4) 70 (5) 62 (8) 120 (17) | 39(6)

(Please refer to page 1 of the survey for examples of these signs)

Signs should be more uniform or similar in size.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
254 (93) 176 (30) 55 (6)
Very large signs, such as billboards, should be alowed in commercial aress.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
164 (27) 279 (111) 45 (3)
Signs in commercial areas should be smaller than they are now.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
130 (69) 265 (48) 89 (18)
Signs for businesses should be combined where possible.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
287 (96) 173 (36) 28 (3)

| think the best kind of sign to put on the road is.

Pole Sign

Ground Mounted

254 (57)

230 (72)




Signs should be larger in commercial areas than they are now.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

84 (15)

328 (99)

77(7)

When would you like to see al signs conform with new regulations?

5 Years 7Years 10 Years

260 (105) 55 (12) 141 (5)
“Can’'t say. | don’'t know what the new regulations will be.”
“50 Years”
“25 Years.”
Each sign advertising a business should be similar in size and placement
at theroad.

Agree Disagree No Opinion
286 (87) 184 (36) 36 (5

“Let’s have some freedom of choicel”




Usefulness:

Please answer the following questions thinking about how useful a sign isand trying to find a
location in a commercial corridor.

1. The mog difficult thing about finding a business on Bay Road is:

Too few signs Too many driveways | Signsareunclear Too many signs

54 (0) 124 (15) 124 (13) 198 (26)

2. The most useful signs are:

Wall mounted Marquees Billboards Ground Pole mounted
mounted
42 (21) 130 (57) 55 (3) 172 (36) 171 (19)

3. Itisdifficult to see signs that are mounted at ground level.

Agree Disagree No Opinion
197 (51) 240 (69) 48 (6)

4. It would be easier to find asign if there were fewer signs.

Agree Disagree No Opinion
279 (105) 154 (18) 51 (6)

5. Itisdifficult to see signs mounted on poles.

Agree Disagree No Opinion
63 (21) 383 (108) 35 (3)

6. Itisdifficult to find businesses using the existing signs.

Agree Disagree No Opinion
166 (63) 225 (36) 82 (14)




Quantity:

All sign advertising a business at the road should also show the address on the sign.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

281 (111)

168 (11)

41 (6)

It is acceptable to advertise businesses on one property but have the location of the

business on another property.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

111 (105)

334 (20)

39 (3)

Businesses should be limited to one sign at the road and one on the building.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

357 (27)

100 (99)

28 (4)

The number of signs should depend on the size of the building.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

156 (111)

280 (14)

48 (0)

The number of signs allowed should depend on the size of the lot.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

162 (48)

280 (78)

40 (3)




N
//A'l"l/ Residential Signs:

Signsin residential areas generally advertise home occupations, the location of subdivisions
or temporary events, such asyard sales.

1 Signs for home occupations should be allowed.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
302 (87) 147 (19) 30 (3)

Temporary Signs:

Temporary signs are movable and often have words that can be changed on them. They can
also be banners, sandwich boards, tacked on telephone poles or special seasonal signs.

1 Temporary signs should not be lighted.

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion

200 (81)

225 (30)

63 (24)

Temporary signs should not be allowed in the Township.

Agree Disagree No Opinion
67 (30) 363 (105) 51 (6)
Temporary signs should be allowed in commercia areas.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
357 (66) 81 (56) 49 (2)
Temporary signs should be allowed in residential areas.
Agree Disagree No Opinion
292 (91) 143 (24) 52




Business Owner Comments:

“I fedl your objective isto force local business out. Thisis agood thing so we would have more
“Builders Square” and “CVS Pharmacy’s’ and the likes so we could have more vacant
commercial space.”

“The signs should somewhat be consistent, some old ones need too meet standards and replaced.
A min. and max. size should be enforced. Bay Rd, State St are looking cluttered and some run
down.”

“Ground signs block the view of drivers!”

“It isunfair for bigger businesses to be allowed bigger signs than smaller businesses. It is unfair
that lot size limits your sign size when more than one business is on the same lot or in the same
building.”

“Should be able to have electronic boards if business wishes to invest in them. This would limit
the need for many signs in some businesses.”

“Commercia setbacks from rods should be uniform.”

“Y ou people need to stagger the business signs, such as height and setback! Y ou will never be
able to see business signs when you have an ordinance that calls for all signs to be the same
(size, height, etc.). Plan the signs better! Y ou people obviously don’t have a sign expert on
hand. Get an expert, not your zoning people!”

“Too many!”

“Their should be atheme or same type of entrances. It might be hard to get it started, but in the
end, it should help our growth.”

“More uniformity is the issue!”
“Signs are functional, good for business. Trees are not.”

“Every sign and businessis different. Should all be on individua basis but this will not be
practical as accusations of favoritism will come into play. Good luck.”

“Your sign policies are causing business owners to lose time and money and therefore cost you
taxes! Relax your codes. It will be better over the years!

“This survey is not easily understood.”

“All businesses should by lawn be required to have numbers displayed on building.”



“Communities with ground mounted signs located 50" back from the road are very appealing and
should be Saginaw Township’s goa in the future. However, it's along way from redlity to ideal.
Bay Road is very distracting. Very few businesses have their street numbers on their sign or
building. When they do have them, they are too small to read as you drive by. 12" tall numbers
should be required on each building and sign and is an inexpensive first step.”

“Signs are very important to the survival of any business. Small businesses often cannot afford
the type of advertising large chains can without a reasonable size and type of sign. The small
guy is doomed to faillure. Aslong asthe signs are neat and well maintained, they should be
allowed. Billboards seem to be a bit much on commercial corridors such as State Street, Gratiot
Bay Road from in town out to Kochville, Tittabawassee from North Michigan to Mackinaw. As
long as signs don't block vision from driveways, they should be safe. | find signsonly on
buildings harder to see than signs near the road.”

“All businesses should be required to post their address numbersin plain view for ease in
locating a business. In some areas, you can't find an address number for blocks. Lettersin signs
should be block letters for ease of reading and have their address numbers on their signs.”

“Temporary signs in neighborhoods should not be on telephone poles. Real estate, rummage
sale, and for-sale signs should be for alimited time. No construction (contractors) signs should
be allowed during construction periods.”

“How about putting a (no outlet) sign on Enterprise Court at the start of the road by Bay Road.
Too many people come down that street and go into businesses to try to get out. Now if there
was a sign telling them that they can’t get out --- would help down on Enterprise Court.”

“If regulations are changed, it will creat many hardships. However, uniformity in commercial
areas will enhance appearance. There is no Ssimple answers as your questionnaire would
indicate.”

“It is very hard to make businesses conform to one sign or a certain size sign. Some businesses
have certain hardships with visibility and need more square footage than others.”

“House numbers on all buildings — that can be seen while driving.”

“We as people identify a business by its sign design. To have them all the same or at the same
level would be difficult and more distracting then helpful.”

“Uniformity in size and dimension may be useful. Also, in this age of cell phones, telephone
numbers would be helpful while cruising by. The signs with general business on them are
helpful for multi business malls.” --- CRT Realty, Leryn Building Co

“The more governmental bodies decide to regulate private property, the more trouole we have.
A person who owns property should be permitted to use it in any legitimate fashion which does
not unduly affect neighbors in a negative way.”



“Taste is amgjor factor.”

“Pole signs should be shared by multiple businesses. They should, on the top dot, show the
range of addresses. Too few business buildings and signs clearly display their street address.”

“Large temporary signs should not be allowed. They are put in places that block traffic view and
are unsafe.”

“Too many signs in the Township. Reduce the size. Temporary signs should be outlawed, etc.
Russ's Signs are big and are put in places that block views, etc. Other sign and moving traffic,
block traffic views.”

“Should allow marquee (temporary) signs all year long as long as fees are paid.”
“Find a better use for tax money than this survey.”

“Reason for no opinions is that some signs might work in one location for one business or style
for a particular business but not another. Most difficult reason to find businesses is there are no
addresses on buildings.”

“More billboards, even on side streets.”
“Temporary signs O.K. for grand openings but 30 day limit.”

“Every commercial business should have address easy to see. A pole mount sign with many
businesses on it should have the address on it. Businesses should have an option of a pole sign
ranging from 6'-12" off the ground. Ask adesigner. Residential should be sign free. | think you
need blinking lights on all school zones. Not a stupid sign that you can barely see the times on.”

“Why would you wish to discourage businesses in your townships by reducing signage, in size or
number? Businesses do not burden the other taxpayers but pay a very heavy share of taxes.
Secondly, the reason a business is successful is because of the amount of business the local
people demand. Our great nation was built on free enterprise. Why do you wish to change the
success of these businesses? We certainly need some control of signs but lets be generous to the
business community so they are able to survive. Why not solicit and assist the help of the
business community rather then attacking these people and continually make more problems for
them. Let’s shelve this absurdity and find ways to assist the business community rather than
trying to chase them out.”

“My opinion regarding numbers for address is very important. | would like someone to address
this. People are driving down Bay Road and can’t find the numbers and other places.”

“Bay Road isreally ugly. Mostly because of signsand no trees in both Saginaw and Kochville
Townships. Tittabawassee Road is well on the way in the same direction (toward really ugly).”



“No advertising signs on Bay Road. Business (Name) signs only. Bay Road in front of business
only awning signs. Plaza— list all business names — pole mounted.”

“The signs aong busy roads (Bay and State) should be by road. List of businesses (all) listed.
They should have name of complex such as Green Acres, Fashion Square, etc. But fast food and
etc. should have sign back from road, if possible monument. Signs or buildings make people
look and not watch what is going on around them. We should have more service roads so traffic
would not be so bad. If a second entrance (like Fashion Square Blvd.) was provided people
would not have to take eyes off road. A directory of location and ways to reach would be
helpful.”

“Discontinue billboards on busy retail areas (Bay, State, etc.). Too distracting and ugly!
Temporary signs should have limits on the number of consecutive days that they are displayed.”

“Legible street number should be required and enforced. Billboards do not belong in busy
commercia areas— drivers are aready distracted enough with traffic, cell phones, eating while
driving!”

Especially garage sale signs should come down no later then the next day. They shouldn’'t stay
up forever. We need more service drives to get to businesses from Bay Road. We avoid Bay
because of the traffic.”

“ Address numbers would be the most helpful change. It’s easier to narrow down locations with
address numbers than to locate a business by looking for asign.”

“Many signs on Bay Road are old, weathered, not well kept. This distracts from the area and
makes signs hard to read when faded etc. aso, if abusiness closes, the sign should come down
in maximum of 30 days.”

“Of several businesses are sharing pole signs, they should up grade with the address appearing
and readable. Monument signs are very difficult to read while traveling on such a busy road as
Bay Road and Tittabawassee Road.”

“Signs should include phone number and not address. Sign should be in front of business only
and not need address. Signs should be removed within 10 days if business closed and fixture or
pole removed. Business driveway or curb cuts should be combined on al new locations if
possible. Business signs should be able to read at a glance — not alist of items or prices that
people have to read and there by get distracted and lead to a collision, like rear ending, etc. Than
you for the chance to give input opinion.”

“Signs advertising things like “Pepsi $.99” see to not be temporary — These should be alowed in
windows only. Product advertising signs only on walls or windows, not at road. Also limit the
number of these per business to one or two — otherwise it’s trashy.”

“Signsin residential areas take away from the beautiful trees, yards and architecture. Still,
ground signs marking subdivisions ook very nice. Biggest problem with commercial corridors



issome signs are so large near road that the next business sign is hidden until you reach it — too
lake to get over! Smaller businesses should need only two signs max — one at road, one at
building; as a business takes up more physical space, it may need additional signs, particularly at
multiple entrances from same or different streets. Awnings have done alot to dress up old
businesses, particularly the marquees. Billboards can get in the way on a crowded corridor
(unless they are kept high and above normal business signs). | think tuning the radio or using the
cell phones or reading while driving are all more dangerous than a sign with changing into, such
as Horizons or Mannions. New technology is good! Business drives our communities — |
wouldn’t change too much --- just tweaking.” R. Miller

“All business signs should be in uniform as of size and shape, so they are easier recognized as
business signs and different from others. Billboards should not be allowed in business areas.”

Small businesses and self employed businesses sometimes find it very difficult to financialy
comply with unrealistic rules that government empower. Just remember, government employees
are working for the people. The people are not working for the employees wants and wishes.
Just remember — you may be putting someone out of business for no good reason just because
you think we need more rules.”

“Should be alowed to have atemporary sign more than 30 days during one year period.”

“Need to be less distracting to motorists. Need to be fewer signs. Driving down Bay Road with
all the different signsis very distracting and makes it hard to concentrate on your driving when
you are looking for a business. What should stand out bold and large are the address numbers of
the businesses!”

“Signs are a part of the business that is represented. Today’s economy istight and cost factors
should be examined before changing and enforcing any sign law changes. Ample time should be
given and there should be consideration given. |.E. some businesses can afford to change signs
to meet someone’ s requirements where others may not be financially able to respond a quickly.”

“Nothing more to add except this survey is a good idea to make sure signs don’t take over
Saginaw Township Thanks a lot for putting this together.”

“Temporary signs should be allowed in both residential and business, but both should be limited.
Like 15 days out of 90 days max. No lights. Max. sizeof 5 x 10" to businessand 3’ x 5’
residential. Businessesin amall or group have one sign with many business names on them.
The mall or group should be smaller and or the business names larger with the logo and or name
in same as seen on advertisement. Not all black letters and all the same size. People recognize
the name the logo ard the color as much as the name. Sometimes we know the logo but not the
name. Larger businesses should not have larger signs.”

“Signs are the most important element (tool) of all retail business. Don't hurt the retailers. You
hurt them, you'll hurt your citizens, your tax base and quite possibly property value if thing
spiral down.”



“When several businesses are in one small shopping center, the individual signs are too small to
see when they areon apole. A ground level sign with larger names would be easier to see.”

“When Dawn Donuts on State was disallowed to use a different sign and move it closer to the
road so they could expand was not a good decision. | felt they should have been allowed a
variance.” Robert Puzybowski, DDS

“Every business should have their street address prominently displayed on their building or
sign.”

Loot at Canada. They seem to get to where they are going.”
“Some how the address of a business location should be shown at a common location.”

“Signs should be close to the road and at different levels so you can see them at least a block
away. Businesslogos on signs would be helpful. Address on signs would be a good idea.”

“Temporary signs tacked on telephone poles should not be allowed. Pole signs are less
obstructive then ones low to the ground.”

“We do not need a different sign ordinance. What is presently in place is sufficient. Thank
you.”

“It is very sad to see tax dollars spend on this survey!”

“Need to re-evaluate the time limit acommercia business may display a rented temporary sign.
It needs to be increased.”

“There istoo much sign pollution. Between highway signing and business signing it is very
confusing.”

“Don't let the local government step in and create restrictions to hinder the businesses that
provide much of the finance which alows that local government to exist. Thanks for asking.”

My business and our next door neighbor business wanted to place ajoint sign on their property.
The Township said we couldn’'t because we were not alowed to advertise on the neighbor
property (in the back). Since my business reached our 50 sg. ft. sign limit in the front, my
neighbor business wanted us both on the new sign believing it would benefit both of us. | think
Saginaw Township as wrong to forbid my neighbor from putting my business name on his sign.
It would have been thousands of feet from my current sign and on a different road. | think
Saginaw Township needs to re-evaluate this decision as it is harmful to two businesses and
would not affect driver’s safety etc. A good solution might be 50 feet per sign per road.”

“The difficulty of seeing signs on Bay Road or Tittabawassee is more due to speed of traffic flow
and number of cars. Thereis little time to be looking out for signs.”



“Zoning and sign laws should not restrict a land owner from having signs to operate their
business. They who pay the bills should be able to build what they want!”

“Too many laws now, Too much government control. Leave signs alone.”

“Signsarefine. Most al signs have aready been approved by the Township. You can’t take
away something you have already approved. Businesses need their signs especially now in a bad
economy. Forget about messing with the tax payers that fee you. Please leave signs as they

are.”

“1 do not see a need for any major revisions in the signage codes.”

“While the aesthetics of an area may seem important, our entire system of economic survival is
fueled by businesses' ability to generate income which pays wages, taxes, etc. Signage is
crucia!!! This subject was already addressed years ago by separating business designated areas
from residential areas. Leave aesthetic concerns to residential areas and allow us to do business
in business areas. The alternative is closed businesses, unemployment and empty buildings
which in turn attracts crime and pollution. |.e. the City of Saginaw, Detroit, etc. Relativeto
safety as adriver, | find pole signs, high enough to be seen from a distance and well lit to be best.
They give me the ability to see where I’'m stopping to turn in with adequate time to safely alert
the driver behind me. |I’ve seen too many ground signs cause drivers to stop on a dime causing
rear ending.”

“The responses, if grouped, can result in untrue conclusions. Be careful to make decisions in the
interest of the community and not an attempt to crate more regulation. Asaresident, | do not
value the Township’s ability to create complex regulations. If it's not dangerous, alow it!! If
it'sineffective — so what!!! If it's ugly, perhaps the public will tell the owner.”

“Commercia businesses should be allowed minimum signage. Some restrictions on lot or
building size can penalize total signage.”

“Thank you for doing something about this situation. The number of signs on Bay Road keeps
increasing.”

“ Addresses on signs would be most helpful.”

“No restrictions needed for letters on buildings. A business needs some rights. EXxisting signs
must stay. Y ou can cheat a business out of something you approved years ago.”

“1 think any changes to current laws, policy, regulation, etc. should have grandfather clauses!”

“If an existing business, which has been in business for a number of years, along with the sign
being up for a number of years — should not have to remove or changeitssign. Signsare
extremely expensive and this would be unfair for a business to have spent over $5,000 for asign
and then have to spend more to change it! Don’t we have better issues or more important issues
to cover than signs!”



“Dear Township: All theland is developed and all the signs are already put up. You are trying
to change the lock after al the horses have left the barn. We have areadlly nice township, please
leave thisissue alone. It's been fine for years. It looks like you are trying to reinvent the
wheel.”

“Make people owning property put address numbers on buildings.”

“Making signs smaller is not the answer. Making them similar in sizeis a great goal, but to the
expense of the business owner. Everyone wants businesses, but don’t want what comes with
them.”

“Signs must be large enough to be legible/readable but not so large asto be ugly. When
businesses are combined the signs get too small to read. Each property should be allowed a
certain sign size if it has a minimum amount of frontage.”

“There needs to be some regulation, especially to discourage signs advertising in residential
areas. This survey seems danted against signs of any type in commercial areas. Signs that direct
people to a destination are good. Signs that solicit business are more of a problem.”

“Signs are O.K. they way they are. No more regulations.”

“Grass, flowers, water!!!”

“Small private business cannot afford the same “size” sign as large corporate businesses. Why

don’t you support small independent businesses? And if a new small business doesn’t have a
sign, they will surely be out of businessin no time.”



Additional comments on Saginaw Township signage 1ssues:

1 hope the Township will come up with an ordinance that requires some kind of
uniformity in the size, placement and design of signs. If you have ever been to Hilton
Head Island, SC, you know what the very best in signage ordinances looks like. All
business signage at the road is of similar size, low to the ground, made of material that 1s
consistent with surroundings, and has similar lettering, That's perhaps the extreme, but
the attractiveness and usefulness of signage on major arteries would be dramatically
improved if much of the clutier was eliminated.

A 2" issue that impacts signage is landscaping. Our office has a billboard sign that can’|
be seen from either direction on Bay Road until one is directly in front of the office
because of the tall shrubs and trees on adjacent lots that completely obstruct our sign.
Obviously we have no control over the landscaping of our neighbors, but this should be
addressed in a signage ordinance. While landscaping can certainly add 1o an attractive
feel, it needs to accent or enhance the signage, not block it.

1 would love to see monuments signs as the standard for major arteries, with flowers and
shrubs around the bases and taller trees and shrubs set back from the road.

On the issue of temporary signs, | would give businesses the option of having small
reader boards included in their permanent signs, and then prohibit the temporary signs.

Thanks for the opportunity to opine.

Gena Gales

Branch Manager

AAA Saginaw

3785 Bay Road

Saginaw, Michigan 48703
OE9-TO|-6345

(Gl Gates(@aaamichigan.com










Residential Comments:

“Temporary signs— should be allowed so many days.”

“Bay Road — Way to cluttered. Never should have been alowed to get this bad in the first place.
Side note -- Why not do a survey about street lighting. It is beyond terrible in my opinion,
especially the main roads, Center and Shattuck.”

“Post office signs should be larger.”

“Temporary signs, since most of them (garage sales, etc.) are put up for a short duration, should
have stricter guidelines. People should be fined for leaving garage sale signs up for longer than a
week.”

“Ground signs are the best but are only useful is everyone has them. A ground sign is hard to see
if everyone else has billboards.”

“Signs for businesses should be combined whenever practical and possible (i.e. businesses that
share property or parking lot).”

“Small signs and poorly placed company signs do cause congestion on Bay Road. People drive
dower —ride with their brakes on. I’ ve seen many drivers lock up their brakes because of drives
trying to figure what drive to use for the business. This has and will continue to cause accidents
in the future. Also with signs like Jacks Fruit and Meat Market, pedestrians and cars are hidden
from the sign being so large and low to the ground. I’ve amost hit a bicyclist and pedestrians
trying to cross Christy Way.”

“ldeally — landscaped roadside with monument signs and afew trees. No pole signs or billboard
signs. Marguee signs acceptable. Design alovely look unlike the trashy ook we' ve developed!”

“| fee that the smaller signs would help to make the appearance better. It just wouldn’'t look as
cluttered and congested. Other cities which have the smaller signs look much neater and cleaner.
It'saniceidea” -- Tom Porath

“It would be nice, but unrealistic to have each business identified by marquee signs only.”

“Billboards are ugly. Property values go down as well as the tax base. Here in Chicago, we
have billboards. The local politicians seem to have the billboard |obbyists write the zoning laws.
The Chicago suburbs do not have billboards.” -- G. Cady O’ Laughlin (Property owner in Gratiot
and Center area)

“There are currently way too many signs. No consistency to current signs. Businesses should
have address printed on signs and buildings. Signs are too large. Signs should be consistent in
height and size. Temporary signs should be up one week only.”



“Address should be on al buildings. All sings should be uniform and in one location jointly.
We don’'t need a parade of signs as you go down the road such as Bay Road is now.”

“Signs should be done with taste. Saginaw Township is not atrashy placeto live. Let’s keep it
thisway. We have lived in a persona home for 25 yeas in the Township and have no intentions
to leave for another community.”

“The sign for the U S Post Office on Bay Road is very difficult to see. | wish it could be higher
so it would be easier to find and see.”

“Addresses in “large” numerals would help find places on heavily traffic roads.”

“Where there are two or more buildings, it would help if they were lettered (A, B, C) or
numbered. Please have the address by doors.”

“Should not have to have signs the same size.”

“| fed the township should spend more time regulating existing zoning ordinances and should
work on changing residential zoning changes instead of messing with the businesses that bring in
dollars and services that are needed in our community. Get the government, be it local or state or
federal, off our backs and out of our pockets. If you have enough money in Saginaw Township
the rules don't apply to you!!! All more sign zoning rules will do is to generate more revenues
through zoning variance fees. If you want to do some good with signs, require speed limit and
stop signsin new subdivisions.” -- Jeff Butcher, 2931 Oaklawn Park (799-8703) — P.S. — Why
are we doing a survey for Kochville Township and how much of my tax money was used for
this?

“Set back of signswas not addressed. They are right on the road right of way line. By having a
setback requirement, it would open up the vista and make it easier to see further down the
sStreet.”

“Realtor signs should be same size and small in yard. Only on corners for pen houses and
special showings.”

“Signs with too much print are hard to see and read at a quick pace.”

“Signs should be dark green with white lettering to blend in with existing environment.”

“Too many entrances into businesses on Bay, State and Gratiot Road. Driveways are hard to get
into and out of. One service road into a complex of businesses such as a strip mall would be

better.”

“All new business on new roads should adopt to new rules not later say when Bay Road
changes.” -- Bill Davis, 740 Kenton.






