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Saginaw Charter Township

Department of Public Services

4870 Shattuck Rd., Saginaw, MI 48603
989.791-9870
989.790-8211 (fax)
      

Established 1831

Dear Resident,

Saginaw Charter Township Department of Public Services (DPS) is responsible for maintenance of all main line sanitary sewer lines, including combined systems in which sanitary and storm water are collected in one system.  With that being said, all sanitary backups and or service problems shall be reported to this department.  Upon receipt of a complaint, DPS will send the first available person to investigate the system for a solution to resolve the issue the resident is experiencing.  The investigation will include things such as Manhole Inspection, Elevations of water in the system, Photo documentation, Jetting and cleaning if determined necessary, and a one on one consultation with the homeowner, as requested, in order to review inspection findings.  The DPS wants to extend its expertise to property owners and help resolve issues in an expedient and economical manner.

In December of 2001, the Michigan legislature passed Public Act 222, which abolishes common law exceptions for governmental immunity caused by a sewage disposal system backup or basement flooding.  If a property owner feels that basement flooding and or backup resulting in property damage was caused by a deficiency in the public sanitary sewer system, the owner must submit the appropriate claim forms to the Township within 45days of the incident.

Please note that if the incident in question is caused by an obstruction to a service not caused by the DPS, a connection to the sanitary system such as a sump line, building drain, surface drain, gutter, or downspout, is plugged, this does not constitute a claim under PA 222.  A claim for damages under PA 222 can be made if the owner proves the following: the DPS owns and operates the sanitary system that caused damage; the system had a design, construction, maintenance, operation, or repair defect; the DPS knew, or with reasonable diligence should have known, about the defect; the DPS failed to take reasonable steps to repair, correct, or remedy the defect within a timely manner; and the defect was more than 50% of the cause of the event, damage, and or injury. Additional information, along with claim forms, pertaining to PA 222, can be found at the Department of Public Services.

If you have any questions regarding this matter or its process as laid out in PA 222 please contact the Department of Public Services at 791-9870.

Thank You,

Saginaw Charter Township DPS
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