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Introduction
Saginaw Charter Township has a long standing and consistent commitment to providing recreation
and recreational programming to its residents and the greater community. This plan is the
culmination of months of effort by staff, the Recreation Commission and others in order to evaluate
and study the characteristics of the Township and how these characteristics should be reflected and
translated into recreation goals and objectives.
This plan was developed to serve as a guide to future
decision making regarding recreation facilities
improvements, and development of new recreation
opportunities. Therefore, this document is the basis for
policy implementation of improvements and new
initiatives that will meet the recreational goals and
interests for Saginaw Charter Township and its
constituents.

The Township has
consistently maintained and
updated its DNR approved
Recreation Plan since 1974 .

Before any Recreation Plan is adopted and enacted it is critical to have an understanding of the
needs of the residents, the recreation opportunities that are already available, the demographic
characteristics of an area, and the programs, projects, and facilities that are best suited to the
community. This information is all based on public input and careful consideration of the input and
suggestions from Township residents, Township officials, and other community stakeholders.
Community input was a critical component to this plan, and all of the voices in the Township have
united to develop a Recreation plan with the overall goal of enhancing the quality of life for the
community members and visitors of the Saginaw Charter Township.
The foundation for the development of Saginaw Charter Township’s Parks and Recreation Master
Plan was based on the following goals:
•
•
•

•
•

•

Involve the community throughout the process of
updating the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
Identify and map existing Township owned/operated
recreation facilities.
Build common ground among the Township
residents and stakeholders in addressing the future
recreational needs, increased safety at parks, and
priorities of the Township.
Enable the Township to be eligible for financial
assistance based on the Recreation Plan.
Facilitate interagency collaboration in establishing
parks and recreation goals, objectives, and actions
in partnership with Saginaw County and surrounding
Townships.
Support the implementation of improvements for
barrier-free, Universal Access to Township parks and
recreational sites.
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The Department of Natural Resources requires a community to have a completed and approved five
year recreation plan on file in order to pursue State and certain federal grant assistance for
recreation improvements. Saginaw Charter Township has consistently prepared a recreation plan
since 1974. Overall, the Township officials intend to use this plan to guide their work on all future
recreational and parks projects. It is also a strategic document that articulates specific goals in
consideration to parks and recreation acquisition and improvement projects. This plan is developed
in accordance with the guidelines for Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans
published by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). This Recreation Plan is written
for Saginaw Charter Township and covers all aspects of recreation within the community over a fiveyear period from 2018 to 2022.
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Community Description
Located in the northeast central section of Saginaw County, Saginaw Township is the seventh largest
township in the State of Michigan. It is bordered to the north by Tittabawassee Township and
Kochville Township, to the east by the City of Saginaw and Carrollton Township, to the west by
Thomas Township, and James Township to the south.
Several state roads intersect in the Township including, M-47, M-84, M-58, and M-46. These are
heavily traversed regional routes which bring people to the Township and help them navigate it in an
efficient manner. In addition to these regional roads, the MBS International Airport is located just
north of the Township and serves the regional air traffic. There are two railroads which traverse the
Township. The Lake State Railroad in the north and the Mid-Michigan Railroad in the south. The
Tittabawassee River follows the western border of the Township. Map 1below, highlights the
Township’s location.

Map 1 – Township Location Map
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Demographics
Understanding the characteristics of the population is helpful when evaluating parks and recreation
facilities and needs. Table 1, below, provides a comparison of key demographic data for Saginaw
Charter Township as compared to Saginaw County and Michigan. According to the 2010 U.S. Census,
the total population in the Township is 40,840, since that time the American Community Survey has
estimated the Township population at 40,264. This is a small decrease (less than 0.1% of the
population), which indicates a stable population in the Township. Population loss is also consistent
with County population trends. Of those 4,840 people 19.7% are older than 65, and 22.5% are
younger than 19. The Township has a higher percentage of individuals who are older than 65
compared to the County and State, and a smaller population than the County and State of those who
are younger than 19. The Township has a median age of 43.1, which is higher than either of the two
jurisdictions.
As mentioned earlier, the Township has the largest and most comprehensive parks and recreation
program in the County. Because of this, they provide recreation services to residents of several
surrounding townships and cities. Meaning, in addition to the 40,000 Township residents, the
11,900 residents in Thomas Township, 9,700 residents in Tittabawassee Township, and the
200,169 residents of the County, the realistic user group of the Township’s recreation services is
much higher than the Township population.
In addition to these populations statistics, residents of the Township are more highly educated, have
a higher median household and median family income, they have a smaller household, a higher
median housing value, are much more likely to rent property, and have a small population who lives
below the poverty line.

Table 1 – Saginaw Township Demographics
Select Census Data for Saginaw Charter Township, Saginaw County, Michigan
Saginaw Charter
Township

Saginaw
County

Michigan

Population- 2010 Census
Population- 2015 estimate*
% of Population 65 & older
% of Population under 19
Median Age

40,840
40,264
19.7%
22.5%
43.1

200,169
196,479
15.3%
27.0%
39.5

9,883,640
9,900,571
13.8%
26.8%
38.9

% with a Bachelor's Degree or Higher*

33.5%

20.2%

27.0%

$49,136
$66,816
2.22
$117,300

$43,042
$54,210
2.44
$92,200

$49,576
$62,247
2.49
$122,400

Renter-occupied housing as % of total
Occupied Units*

36.5%

27.8%

29.0%

% of Individuals Below Poverty Level*

10.1%

18.3%

16.5%

Median Household Income*
Median Family Income*
Average Household Size
Median Housing Value*

*Indicates data from the 2015 American Community Survey (all other data is from the 2010 Decennial Census)
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Based on these characteristics, there are three special population groups who have distinct needs
for recreational facilities and programming:
Senior Citizens: The Township has a larger percentage of residents older then 65 as compared to the
County and State, and this population is expected to grow. Seniors have different needs in recreation
facilities (for example, pathways vs playgrounds) and those on fixed incomes may need low-cost
recreational opportunities.
Residents in multi-family housing, apartment dwellers, and renters in general: The Township has a
very high percentage of rental occupied units as compared to the County and State. Residents in
rental units and high-density housing have a greater need for open space and recreational facilities
because they do not have large yards or open areas of their own.
Youth: The younger population makes up less than 20% of the population in the Township, while this
is a smaller percentage than the other two jurisdictions, children and teenagers are heavy users of
parks and recreation. Youth populations benefit from recreational options and organized or
unorganized athletic activities, providing them with opportunities for exercise, community
engagement, and education in a safe environment.
Finally, parks have the ability to create a multigenerational link between individuals in these three
groups, and across all demographic groups. They provide gathering places, make exercise
opportunities available, promote civic participation, and improve the quality of life in an area.
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Natural Features Inventory
The natural environment is an important component of determining growth and redevelopment
emphasis in any community. Typically, natural features such as soil types and classifications,
wetlands, water bodies and watercourses along with other natural features, such as woodlots,
determine areas ripe for development. In Saginaw Charter Township, a large portion of the available
land area is developed and/or ready for development, so soil classifications, while still significant,
are more for informational purposes than for determining buildable areas.
The existing topography and soil characteristics of Saginaw County can be attributed to the
movement of glaciers through this area more than 10,000 years ago. The Saginaw River and its
tributaries form the basic drainage patterns in the area.
The predominant topography is flat with an elevation ranging from 580 feet to 650 feet above sea
level. A major drainage divide further characterizes the Township’s topography. The extreme western
and southern portions of the Township lie within the Tittabawassee River basin while the remainder
of the Township drains to the Saginaw River. The relatively level topography within the Township
poses several implications to continued growth and urbanization. Sewage and storm drainage
systems must be carefully located, sized and graded to avoid operating problems and service area
limitations due to the fact that they are dependent upon gravity flow for optimum operation.
Developments with high percentages of impervious surface will require on-site storm water retention.
Finally, level land can result in monotonous development unless artificially induced contours and/or
vegetation zones are introduced into the urban environment.
In addition to topography and drainage, other natural features to consider include woodlands,
grasslands, and wetlands. These are important because the Township is largely built out, and the
property that remains is development-ready. Therefore, the Township needs to consider if any of the
undeveloped land could be used as a park in the future, and what plans they will make to ensure
those eventualities.
Map 2 on the following page,
highlights the existing
woodlands, grasslands, and
wetlands in the Township. There
are stands of woodlands and
areas of grasslands
interspersed throughout the
Township. Wooded land is more
predominant, and the majority
of the grasslands represent
urban grasslands such as large
lawns, or open areas. The
Township can use this inventory
map to guide any future parks
acquisition or development
projects.
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Administrative Structure
The Parks and Recreation Commission was formed in 1962 pursuant to Act 156 of the Public Acts of
1917. Traditionally, the Parks and Recreation Commission is made up of five elected members,
which includes a representative for the Township School Board. All members have voting privileges
and serve 4-year terms. The Commission holds regularly scheduled meetings the third Monday of
each month at 4:00 pm, and will hold special meetings as needed. This group was created to assist
in the general administration and development of organized, useful parks, and recreation programs.
They are an advisory group to the Township Board regarding budget, personnel, and policy related
matters.
Assisting the Parks and Recreation Commission is the Saginaw Charter Township Parks and
Recreation staff. The program is administered by a full-time Recreation Manager, one full-time
secretary, a full-time coordinator, part time program facilitator, part-time contract positions for game
officials, and program/camp instructors. Volunteers and seasonal assistance are as needed. The
Department of Public Works is responsible for maintenance of the parks.

Administrative Structure

2018 Saginaw Charter Township Parks and Recreation Plan - DRAFT

8

Funding and Budget
The Township Parks and Recreation Department is funded by the Township’s general fund and
donations. Table 2 below is a summary of the Township Parks and Recreation budget. The recreation
programming and activities are underwritten in part by the fees charged for registration, but the bulk
of the funding is through the Township’s general fund.

Table 2 - 2018-2019 Parks and Recreation Budget
2017-2018

2018-2019

Operation and Maintenance

$103,500

$100,500

Programming

$106,000

$130,000

$3,500

$40,000

Capital Expenditures

Volunteers
Saginaw Township has seen an increasing level of program participation and events in recent years.
The help of volunteers has proven to be critical for the success of the programs and events.
Volunteers assist the Recreation Department in providing additional services and improving the
quality of life to its citizens. On average, the department averages 150 volunteers per year. Most of
these help with special events or coach the youth programs.
The Department of Public Services utilizes other volunteers for park maintenance and clean-up.
Volunteers will help with trash clean-up and painting at North Little League, South Little League, and
the Soccer Association. The DPS also has an Adopt-A-Park program where local groups can adopt a
Township park for general clean-up and maintenance. This program offers groups the opportunity to
make a contribution to the Township and
generate positive publicity for the Township
services. There are 14 parks a group can
adopt, groups are held to 4 clean-up times
per year. Any other additional maintenance
or upgrades are coordinated with the
Department of Public Works. Currently,
Playscape Park, Berberovich Park,
Briarwood Park, Sandhill Park, and Gotto
Park are adopted.
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Programming
Saginaw Township offers numerous recreation programs to Township residents and residents from
the surrounding Townships. The Township’s recreation programming is one of the largest in the
County with approximately 9,280 participants. They include sports leagues, and summer
camps/programs. The following is a list of recreation programs available at the Township for 2017.
•
•

Men’s and Women’s Softball
Fall, Winter, and Spring Volleyball
(Women’s Power and Recreational and
Coed)

•
•

Spring Coed Softball
Boys Lacrosse (12 & Under and 14 &
Under)

•

Boys Lacrosse Development Program
(10 & under)

•

Girls Fall and Spring Volleyball (5th – 8th
Grade)

•

Pre-Beach Volleyball (Women’s and
Coed)

•

•

Beach Volleyball (Women’s and Coed)
Girl’s Softball (5 – 6 T-ball, 8 & under, 10
& under, 12 & under, and 14 & under)

•
•
•
•
•

Men’s Fall Softball
Fall Coed Softball
Men’s Flag Football
Kindergarten Basketball
Boys and Girls Basketball (1st – 6th
grades)

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

7 and 8 Girls and Boys Basketball
Basketball (9th – 12th Grades)
Men’s Basketball
Senior Basketball (50 & over)
Pickleball
Table Tennis
Yoga

•
•
•
•
•

Chair Yoga
Dancing for Fitness (50 & over)
PiYo
Zumba
Cardio Shred
Circuit Training
Music for Munchkins (1 – 5 years)
Center Courts Playgroup (3 & under)
Baseball Camp (8 – 12 Years)
Basketball Camps (Hoops
Dreams/Schumacher/SVSU/Junior
Basketball/Girls Skills Camp)
Cheer Camp (K – 8th grade)
Junior Golf Camp (7 – 16 years)

Early Bird Golf Camp
Lacrosse Camp (Boys 4th – 8th grade)
Junior Competitive Tennis Clinic (14 –
18 years)

•

•

Tennis Clinics (3 – 14 years)
Junior Bump It Up Volleyball Camp (1st
– 3rd grade)

•

Bump It Up Volleyball Camp (7th – 8th
grade)

•

BFS Readiness (Weightlifting) Camp
(7th – 8th grade)

•
•

Wrestling Camp (3rd – 8th grade)
Summer Day Camps (6 different themed
camps for ages 4 – 10)
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In terms of service area, Saginaw Charter Township routinely and without prejudice provides
recreation programming to residents outside its defined municipal boundaries. When considering
long-term goals, maintenance and especially programming, the demand for quality recreation
programming from outside the Township itself is an important factor. In developing the plan, it has
been important to note that Saginaw Charter Township provides recreation services and facilities to
a population greater than its residential population. Figure 1 is a breakdown of recreation program
participation by municipality.

Figure 1 - Recreation Programming Participation
1.22%
1.94%

2.58%

0.29%
5.24%

Saginaw Charter Township
4.59%

City of Saginaw
Thomas Township

5.31%

Freeland
Carrollton
58.36%

Bay City

20.46%

Hemlock
Frankenmuth
Other
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Collaboration
In addition to the volunteer groups, the Township collaborates with the local school districts, Saginaw
Valley State University, Delta College, and other private recreation providers. The following is an
explanation of the collaboration. The Heritage/Nouvel/Valley Lutheran School District use the
Saginaw Township softball fields, baseball fields, tennis courts, and Center Courts gyms. Saginaw
Valley State University provides coaching staff for the recreation camps and uses the Center Courts
gyms as overflow for their camps. The Township utilizes the Sawmill Golf Club course for the youth
golf camp. Greater Midland Tennis provides trained instructors for the Township tennis camps. The
Township uses the Saginaw Township Soccer Association fields for the lacrosse practices, games,
and clinics. Up until 2019, the Township leases the Harvey Randall Wickes (West) baseball field to
Delta College between March and May, in return the college maintains the field and dugouts. At the
beginning of 2019, this lease will end because Delta College received grant money to build and
maintain their own field.
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Parks and Recreation Inventory
Park Classification System
A recreation inventory is the foundation for
developing an action program. An inventory
provides a snapshot of all the available
facilities within a community along with
detail about the types of activities and
features. The following classification system
is adapted from the national Recreation
and Parks Association guide. It recognizes
types of parks based on size, service area,
facilities and use groups. Each park in
Saginaw Township is classified as a mini
park, a neighborhood park, a community
park, or a regional park.

Mini Parks
Parks in this classification are typically
specialized facilities that serve a concentrated or limited population or specific group such as small
children or senior citizens. The service area is a one-quarter mile radius or less; the park size is an
acre or less.
Mini parks are ideally located within neighborhoods and in close proximity to apartment complexes,
townhouses or housing for the elderly. The standard acreage for mini parks is .25 acres per 1,000
residents. In Saginaw Charter Township, there are three identified mini parks – Briairwood, Sandhill,
and Burkhaven. These three parks are larger than the one acre or less national standard, but their
service area and function is the same as a mini park. Using the national criteria as a guide, the
Township should have approximately 8 acres of land designated for use as a mini park, which is a
deficiency of 2 acres. The Township should work to understand the need for additional mini parks if
the Township population grows, and as any new housing development occurs farther away from the
existing parks. The lack of mini-parks has the potential to impact three special population groups:
senior citizens, low-to-moderate income households, and apartment dwellers. Quality of life for each
of these groups is improved when they have nearby access to open space and mini-parks.

Neighborhood Parks
Parks in this classification are normally suited for more intense development. That is, they are
designed for more intense recreational activities such as field games, court games, crafts,
playground equipment, skating, picnicking, wading pools, etc.
Neighborhood parks are easily accessible to neighborhood populations and geographically centered
within safe walking distance and bike access. Typically, neighborhood parks are 15 or more acres in
size and can easily service a population of approximately 5,000 residents. National standards
recommend 1.0 acre of neighborhood parks per 1,000 residents. Saginaw Charter Township
provides 15.7 acres of neighborhood park spaces, which is low in terms of the national standards,
requiring about 40 acres. However, schools can help provide de facto parks facilities in the category
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of neighborhood parks. If schools are included in the neighborhood park category, there is a total of
132.6 acres of recreation/park land which is an excess of 92.6 acres, according to the national
standards The neighborhood parks in Saginaw Township are Berberovich, Can-Amera, and Lathrup.
As the Township grows, it is important to plan additional park facilities and ensure that they not only
provide the necessary neighborhood park space but that the park space is found in conjunction with
developing residential areas.

Community Parks
Community parks are intended to serve several neighborhoods and usually serve a broad range of
uses. The typical park size is 25 acres or more. The Township has several parks that are classified as
community parks, however, some are smaller than the nationally recognized standard of 25 acres.
They are included in this category because of the broad population base they serve and their intense
use. The Community Parks within Saginaw Charter Township total 128.5 acres, and include George
Olsen, Gotto, Harvey Randall Wickes East, Harvey Randall Wickes West, Township Playscape, and
West Michigan Park. The national classification system recommends 5 acres per 1,000 residents, or
approximately 200 acres of park land. Compared to national standards, it appears that Saginaw
Charter Township may be deficient in terms of community parks, however there are several special
use parks and a sports complex park that
can compensate for some of the deficiency
in this category. If the special use parks and
sports complex is included in the community
park acreage, these parks total 244.2 acres,
which is an excess of 44 acres.

Regional Parks
Regional parks are typically classified as
serving several communities and being large
in size, typically 200 acres or more. National
Standards suggest 5 acres per 1,000
residents. The Township does not operate
any regional parks, however, Saginaw County
Parks and Recreation operates two regional
parks within in the municipal boundary of the
Township. These two parks and various other
regional parks are identified in the
Township’s park inventory. Though smaller than 200 acres, these regional parks provide the variety
and intensity of outdoor recreational activities and draw from a regional population. Imerman Park
and Haithco Recreation Area provide active recreational activities such as ball diamonds, swimming,
fishing, and tennis. The Saginaw Valley Rail Trail is a 10-mile vertical park that runs from St. Charles
to Saginaw.
Two other regional parks in the area are the Crow Island State Game Area and the Bay City State
Recreation Area. The Crow Island State Game Area encompasses 3,489 acres and includes portions
of Saginaw and Bay counties along the lower Saginaw River. The Crow Island State Game Area is a
complex of wetlands, diked croplands and agricultural uplands that provide habitat for a wide variety
of migratory birds, invertebrate, and wildlife. The area provides access for public hunting, trapping
and limited fishing opportunities and is capable of providing additional recreational opportunities.
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The Michigan State Park that is closest to Saginaw Charter Township is the Bay City State Recreation
Area in Bay County on the Saginaw Bay. It contains a 193-site campground, a nature center,
swimming, fishing, hiking trails, and picnicking facilities.

Special Use Parks
Special Use Parks cover a broad range of activities and park types, however each facility is defined
by one single recreational use. Special Use Parks serve unique recreation needs of a community.
These parks are strategically located community wide facilities, and their use and recommended
acreage is determined by projected demand. Unlike the previous categories Special Use parks do not
have a recommended size.
In Saginaw Township there are three special use parks, Leonard Boers Riverfront Boat Launch Park,
North little League Park and Rudy Zauel Park (South Little League Park). These three parks total
38.4 acres. Two of these parks are specific to the Township Little League programs, and the other
park is a boat launch on the Tittabawassee River. The sizes of these parks meet the needs of the
Township.

Sports Complex
Sports Complex parks are heavily programmed athletic fields and associated support facilities. These
parks are strategically located community-wide facilities, and their size is determined by projected
demand. However, general guidelines state these parks are normally a minimum of 25 acres, with
40 to 80 acres being an optimal size. The Township has one sports complex park, which is the
Saginaw Township Soccer Complex, this park in approximately 77 acres, and therefore falls within
the optimal range for sports complex parks.

Other Township Recreation Facilities
There are several other recreation facility types found in Saginaw Township, they include the Saginaw
Township Pathway, which is considered to be a Type I Park Trail, the Saginaw Township School
District recreation areas, which are all school parks, and Center Courts which is an indoor recreation
space which closely relates to a community park. The Township School Parks total 116.9 acres
across eight different school
facilities. Park guidelines
state that location, size,
acres per population criteria
for school parks are
variable depending upon
the school population, site
function, and how often
school recreation facilities
are used as public parks.
The recreation inventory at
the end of this chapter
outlines all the recreation
facilities at each school.
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Recreation Inventory
The following information studies the available recreation facilities in Saginaw Township. This list
was updated by the planning consultant and verified by Township staff. It includes a thorough
description of facilities, park classifications, and ADA accessibility ratings. Table 3, at the end of this
section summarizes these families in tabular form. Additionally, Table 5 in the accessibility section
defines the accessibility ratings identified for each park. A complete list of park facilities and
amenities can be found in Appendix A.

Berberovich Park
Acreage: 3.1
Classification: Neighborhood Park
Accessibility: 1
Berberovich Park is a small
neighborhood park with playground
equipment, an ice rink in the winter,
swing sets, picnic area, and open
playfield.

Briarwood Park
Acreage: 4.2
Classification: Mini Park
Accessibility: 1
Briarwood Park is a small neighborhood
park with playground equipment, and open playfield, swing sets, horseshoe pits, a picnic area, and a
baseball field.

Burkhaven Park
Acreage: 3.8
Classification: Mini Park
Accessibility: 1
Burkhaven Park is a
neighborhood park that is
home to playground
equipment, swing sets, a
picnic area, and an open
play field.
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Can-Amera Park
Acreage: 8.6
Classification: Neighborhood Park
Accessibility: 1
Can-Amera Park is a neighborhood park with playground equipment, swing sets, and a multi-use field
which is used for football and lacrosse. Of the neighborhood parks, this is the largest and has several
access points from different neighborhoods, including two parking areas. The bleachers for the
football field are on gravel pads.

Center Courts
Acreage: N/A
Classification: Indoor Recreation Center
Accessibility: 4
Center Courts is an indoor recreation center located north of the Township governing complex and
adjacent to George Olson Recreation Complex. Center Courts, provides year-round recreational
opportunities and programming and is the location of parks and recreation staff. The complex
provides recreation users access to four basketball/volleyball courts, 8 pickleball courts, a walking
track, locker rooms, and facilities for indoor recreation classes. The Township’s indoor recreation
center has paved and handicapped accessible parking, accessible restrooms, and accessible
recreation areas in the building.
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George Olson Park
Acreage: 31.5
Classification: Community Park
Accessibility: 3
The George Olson Complex is located behind the Township governing offices, library, and Center
Courts. The complex is very diverse and offers recreation users 2 baseball fields, 2 softball fields,
shuffleboard courts, horseshoe pits, a pavilion, a basketball court, 4 adult tennis courts, 4
children/young adult tennis courts, 6
pickleball courts, community gardens
and an open play field. The Saginaw
Township Pathway runs along the
eastern edge of the complex between
Shattuck Road and McCarty Road.
Additionally, the high school baseball
teams use two of the ball fields and
the softball team also uses two of the
softball fields at George Olson Park for
their games. This park is considered to
be one of two main Township Parks,
and in the future Township staff would
like to make improvements here. The
park has a paved parking lot,
accessible parking, accessible access
to all of the features listed above
including the bleachers for the
baseball and softball fields.

Gotto Park
Acreage: 1.2
Classification: Community Park
Accessibility: 3
Gotto Park is a community park located south
of the George Olson Complex, behind the
Township offices and library. This park has
two large playground areas, swing sets, picnic
areas, restrooms, and a spray park. The
playground equipment at Gotto Park is made
for two different age groups, and is separated
by different play areas. In the future, the
Township is looking to expand recreation
options here, with the possibility of a splash
pad. All of the park amenities listed above are
connected to an accessible parking lot, the
playground equipment is sited on engineered
wood fiber, and the spray park is fully
accessible with a ramp entrance.
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Harvey Randall Wickes East
Acreage: 35.7
Classification: Community Park
Accessibility: 2
Harvey Randall Wickes East park is the other part of the larger
Wickes Park area which encompasses Wickes West and
Wickes East. Wickes East has a basketball court, 18-hole disc
golf course, pavilion, playground equipment, swing sets,
picnic areas, restrooms, two softball fields, and two beach
volleyball courts. The Wickes Woods disc golf course has 18holes which have either 3 or 4 par. Wickes East is connected
to Wickes West via a nature trail. The pavilion, restrooms, and
parking lot are connected via a crushed limestone pathway.

Harvey Randall Wickes West
Acreage: 48.7
Classification: Community Park
Accessibility: 3
Harvey Randall Wickes West park is part of a larger park which encompasses Wickes West and
Wickes East. Wickes West has 4 softball diamonds, a fishing platform, horseshoe pits, two pavilions
(one large), playground equipment, swing sets, a 4-acre pond, a beach volleyball court, restrooms,
picnic areas, and a baseball diamond. The pavilions are available for rental, and the large pavilion is
adjacent to the volleyball court, horseshoes, and pond. Additionally, some of the disc golf holes
which are a part of the course at Wickes East are located at the back of Wickes West. The two parks
are connected via a nature trail. Wickes West has a paved parking lot and the playground is sited on
engineered wood fiber. The playground, pavilion, restrooms, fishing pier, and all the softball/baseball
fields and bleachers are connected to the parking area via park pathways.
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Lathrup Park
Acreage: 4
Classification: Neighborhood Park
Accessibility: 1
Lathrup Park is neighborhood park, that is
largely an open play field. There are
benches and a sidewalk around the edge
of the park. There is also a memorial
stone for the park’s namesake.

Leonard Boers Riverfront Park
Acreage: 18
Classification: Special Use Park
Accessibility: 3
Leonard Boers Riverfront Park is another
waterfront park in Saginaw Township. The
park provides access to the
Tittabawassee River with a boat launch
and fishing platform. The parking lot is
paved and accessible, the ramps to the
water are paved, and the dock is wood
plank.

North Little League Park
Acreage:12.3
Classification: Special Use Park
Accessibility: 2
North Little League Park is located on
Consumers Energy Property and is home
to 5 little league fields, swing sets, a
concession area, and restrooms. This
park is home to the North Saginaw
Township Little League Association which
organizes the games and schedules. The
concessions area and all the fields are
connected via gravel pathways.
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Rudy Zauel South Little
League Park
Acreage: 8.1
Classification: Special Use Park
Accessibility: 2
Rudy Zauel South Little League Park
is home to 4 little league fields, a
concession stand, restrooms,
playground equipment, and swing
sets. The little league games are
organized by the South Little League
Association. The concessions area
and all the fields are connected via
gravel pathways.

Sandhill Park
Acreage: 2
Classification: Mini Park
Accessibility: 1
Sandhill Park is a neighborhood park with a roller hockey court, horseshoe pits, pavilion, playground
equipment, swing sets, a picnic area, and an and open playfield. Within the year, the Township will
install an octaball court, 2 cornhole sets.
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Saginaw Township Playscape Park
Acreage: 3.1
Classification: Community Park
Accessibility: 3
The Township’s Playscape Park is
home to a large wood play
structure with several different
play areas types of playground
equipment, and swing sets. In
addition to the playground
equipment, the park is home to
several picnic tables, pavilion,
restrooms, and an open play
field. This is a very popular park,
but in the future the Township is
looking to replace the wooden
equipment with newer plastic
material. The Playscape and
restrooms are connected to the
accessible parking lot via a
sidewalk, and the playground is sited on
engineered wood fiber.

Saginaw Township Soccer
Complex
Acreage:77.3
Classification: Sports Complex
Accessibility: 3
The Saginaw Township Soccer Complex is a
joint agreement between the Township and
the Soccer Association. The Association
leases the land from the Township, and has
the authority to determine the use of the
complex including the use of the fields and
building, scheduling, concession area, coach
staff, parking, and all games, clinic or
leagues. The complex has a total of 22
fields, a concessions area, restrooms,
pavilion, and first-aid station. The main
building is connected to an accessible
parking lot via sidewalks, and internally the
building is accessible.
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West Michigan Park
Acreage: 8.3
Classification: Community Park
Accessibility: 3
West Michigan Park is a waterfront park in Saginaw Township located on the Tittabawassee River.
The park provides riverfront access to Township park users, and is also home to playground
equipment, swing sets, picnic area, open play field, and fishing access. The play area is connected to
the parking lot via a sidewalk, and the playground surfacing is rubber chips.
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Trails
Communities across the United States are creating regional trail systems in both cities and rural
areas to provide a higher quality of life for residents. In fact, of all the states, Michigan has the
largest rail-trail system. Even more impressive, these trails more often than not, cover long
distances, which is uncommon in other states. Trails give residents the opportunity to be more active
and healthy, safer while walking or biking on the roads, additional ways to experience their
community, and give all users the option of increased mobility in different modes of travel.
Historically, the roads in Saginaw Township have been designed with only automobile traffic in mind.
However, communities are now working toward creating a network of trails and roads that are
accessible to several forms of traffic. This often means sharing the existing road right-of-way with
bikes or having a separate pathway running parallel to the road which is designated for nonmotorized use and connects regional centers.

Why trails are important
While trails can be a challenge to implement, their positive effects on a community cannot be
disputed. It has been proven that trails create a pride of place and sense of ownership in Michigan
residents. Trails are also an important driver in the local and regional economy, increase property
values, and provide safe and healthy recreation options.
The growing trail trend in Michigan is also reflected in Saginaw Township’s residents’ opinions. On
the whole, they feel trails and pathways would be an asset to their community. In the public input
survey, respondents emphasized how important non-motorized trails and connectivity to the
sidewalks and the park system are to the residents. In every open-ended question walking, biking,
and connectivity for users, was a top response.
Trail users have a measurable
impact on the local economy.
Working with the surrounding
townships and other
jurisdictions is an effective
way to connect with existing
systems and expand the nonmotorized pathway
infrastructure. These projects
would create a long-term,
valuable investment in the
community and the
opportunity to connect the
Township to others in the
region This would promote
economic vitality, encourage a
healthier lifestyle in their
residents, and create a safer
travel environment.
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Saginaw Township Trails and Pathways
In the past 10 years, the substantial development of the Township’s pathway system has been of
great importance to the Township. This commitment to consistent and comprehensive planning for
pedestrian connections has been identified as a high priority of the Recreation Commission and
Township officials based on the opinions reflected in the recreation surveys.
One of the non-motorized trails is a mile long path between McCarty Road and Shattuck Road in a
Consumers Energy easement. The pathways passes behind Center Courts, the Olson baseball and
softball fields, and the Township offices. The pathway connects into the neighborhood directly east,
and has three trailheads. One at McCarty and Shattuck Road each, and one north of Center Courts
and the baseball field. This trailhead is removed from the main activities at Olson Park and Township
Officials and Staff are concerned residents are unaware of it. To increase use and accessibility of the
trail, the Township would like to extend a park pathway from the central area of Olson Park to the
trailhead north of Center Courts.
As an extension of the trail behind Center Courts, the Township has also constructed a 10 foot wide
non-motorized path from North Center Road to Tittabawassee Road. This pathway connects to the
Olson Pathway behind Center Courts via
McCarty Road. It was a joint project between
Saginaw and Kochville Townships, and after
crossing Tittabawassee Road it enters
Kochville Township where it extends to north
Kochville Road and east all the way to I-675
and the SVSU Campus.
An additional connector pathway is located
along South Center Road in the
southernmost portion of the Township. The
pathway is a pedestrian bridge and a quarter
mile pathway along South Center Road
between West Michigan Avenue and Stroebel
Road in Thomas Township. This pathway
connects to the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail at
Stroebel Road, which extends south to the
Village of St. Charles.

Safe Routes to Schools
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is an international movement to make it safe, convenient, and fun for
children to walk and bike to school. When routes are safer, walking or biking to and from school is an
easy way to get the regular physical activity that children need for good health. The Michigan
Department of Community Health has partnered with the Michigan Department of Transportation
and the Michigan Fitness Foundation to provide funding, training, and technical assistance to local
health departments (LHD’s) to be leaders in Michigan elementary schools in implementing SRTS and
to help increase the number of students walking and biking to school.
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The following are the goals of the Safe Routes to School Program:
•
•
•
•
•

Encourage and enable school children, including children with disabilities, to walk and
bicycle to and from school when distance is reasonable and routes are safe.
Make walking and bicycling routes to school safer.
Develop lifelong habits of physical activity.
Reduce traffic and pollution around schools.
Change the built environment/Enhanced enforcement.

The Safe Routes to School Program may be a successful funding program to increase the
connectivity of the Township. As noted earlier, the residents of Saginaw Township highly desire a
more connected Township, providing walking and biking paths or trails for residents to schools,
parks, and facilities. Further, the majority of the community park lands in the Township are provided
through the school playgrounds, and therefore the school district recreation is an important
component to cohesive recreation in the Township. This plan is a joint-effort between the Township
Parks and Recreation Department and the Township School District. Meaning it is a perfect
opportunity to consider how both school children and residents would benefit from increasing the
pathways in the Township, by connecting schools to local neighborhoods, and by connecting schools
to other recreation facilities when possible.
The application process would require the Township to do the required planning and studies for the
Safe Routes To Schools Program, the school systems cannot apply for any grant money without
assistance at the Township level. Several members of the School Board, and Parks and Recreation
Commission members who have been involved in the process believe with the compilation of this
updated Recreation Plan, now is an opportune time to explore the Safe Routes to Schools program.
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School Facilities
In addition to the recreation options offered by the Township and other regional recreation providers,
another source of recreation are the existing Saginaw Township School Facilities. The Township
parks and recreation department and Township school district share several recreation facilities. The
schools are an important arm of recreation in the Township, the two units work together in providing
recreation, and in the future plan to continue and expand upon their cooperation. Therefore, the
School District was included in this recreation planning effort, and an inventory of facilities is below
in Table 4.

Table 4 – Saginaw Township School Inventory
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Accessibility
Creating a park system that is safe, accessible and usable to all individuals within the community,
including those with disabilities, is essential. A grading system has been developed by the DNR to
easily identify those parks and facilities which are most, and least, handicapped-accessible and
usable, based on ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) guidelines. The following accessibility grading
system uses a five-point system ranging from
1: None of the facilities/park areas meet
accessibility guidelines, to 5: The entire park
was developed/renovated using the
principles of Universal Design.
The Township’s parks facilities have been
consistently updated since their creation.
During the course of the past five to ten
years, the Township has placed a focus on
working to improve accessibility. An audit and
barrier free inventory for each of the
Township’s 16 parks and Center Courts, the
Township’s indoor recreational facility was
completed in the summer of 2018.
The table below is a description of the rating
system contained in the Department of
Natural Resource’s guidelines for the
development of Community Parks, Recreation
and Open Space. The Parks and Recreation
Commission will continue its efforts towards
improving accessibility at each of the parks
when improvements are made. This includes
accessible parking, paths, restrooms, activity
areas, amenities, and signage.

Table 5 - Accessibility Guidelines
Accessibility
Grade

Definition

1

None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

2

Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

3

Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

4

The entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

5

The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of Universal Design.
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DNR Recreation Grant Inventory
Saginaw Charter Township has had past success in receiving grants from the State of Michigan. The
Township has been awarded seven grants since 1975. The most recent grant awarded was CM-00091, for the Saginaw Charter Township Field House, an indoor recreation facility. The Department of
Natural Resources provided $750,000 in funding. The remaining project funds came in the form of
general fund monies and donations. The total project cost was more than $1 million. The
improvements included the building itself and the associated site improvements and parking. Listed
below is the recreation grant history from the Department of Natural Resources. It lists the project
number and year, project title, the elements included in the project and the status of the project. The
following is a list of past grants with key information, a complete list with more details and post
completion self-inspection reports can also be found in Appendix B.

Township Grants
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Project: Olson Recreation Center
▪ Project Year: 1975
▪ Grant Amount: $58,230
Project: Olson Recreation Center
▪ Project Year: 1977
▪ Grant Amount: $62,971.85
Project: H. R. Wickes Recreation Complex
▪ Project Year: 1978
▪ Grant Amount: $62,505.11
Project: Saginaw Township Valley
Recreation Area
▪ Project Year: 1984
▪ Project Status: Withdrawn
Project: HRW Recreation Complex
▪ Project Year: 1989
▪ Grant Amount: $125,000
Project: Olson Center
▪ Project Year: 1992
▪ Grant Amount: $20,625
Project: Saginaw Township Field House
▪ Project Year: 2000
▪ Grant Amount: $750,000
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Comparison to Standards
The Township has committed to taking a steady and consistent approach to developing parks
facilities and programming that provides lifelong recreation. In developing the plan, it has been
important to note that Saginaw Charter Township provides de facto recreation services and facilities
to a population greater than its residential population. Due to that fact, it is important to consider
this broader need in terms of demand and not just classification standards for park land per 1,000
residents.
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has published typical recreation facility
standards that specify facility service area, the number of facilities needed to service the population,
and the land area needed. These standards can be used in conjunction with the acreage standards
to further identify Saginaw Township’s recreation needs. Table 6, provides a comparison of the
Township’s public facilities against the NRPA’s published recreation facility standards.
In general, the Township rates well compared to the MDNR suggested facility development
standards regarding the acreage of park land necessary for their population. Table 6 below is a
general summary of recreation standards. Even though, the standards highlight a deficiency in both
mini and community parks, the 115 acres which make up the Township special use parks and sports
complex make up for any apparent deficiencies in the other types of parks.
In some cases, a more qualitative assessment is utilized for determining whether the Township has a
specific deficiency. The more popular sports and recreation uses in the Township (such as
basketball, baseball, soccer, tennis and volleyball) appear to meet the NRPA standards. An areas
where the Township exceeds the standards is in playgrounds, because in this case the analysis can
include school facilities which are generally accessible to the public, when not in use by the school.
Then in other cases, the Township meets the standard, however the desire for a type of recreation
amenity is greater due to popularity. This requires the Township to increase these facilities, so they
are accessible to residents on a neighborhood level.
In addition to the standards outlined in the table below, more recent park guidelines indicate that
officials must also consider the parks and recreation “Level of Service” desired by the residents of a
community. If Township residents’ needs are met with the existing park land and facilities, then that
amount is sufficient, regardless of the standards. This is why the community input portion of a
recreation plan is so important. The Parks and Recreation Committee needs to understand the
wishes of the community it serves to provide the appropriate level of service.

Table 6 – Comparison to Standards
Standard
Mini Parks
Neighborhood Parks*
Community Parks
Special Use Parks
Sports Complex
Total

.25 acres/1,000 residents
1 acre/1,000 residents
5 acres/1,000 residents
Variable
Variable

Township
Acreage
8
132.6
128.5
38.4
77.3
384.8

Requirement

Deficiency

10
40
200
N/A
N/A

2
(92.6)
71.5
-

Table is based on the 2010 Census Population
*Neighborhood Park calculations includes school property
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Community Input
In the summer and fall of 2017, the Parks and Recreation Department developed a survey to gauge
the needs and desires of those residents and community members using recreation facilities in the
Township. The survey results will be used over the next 5 years to guide the direction of the
Township’s parks and recreation department.
The survey was primarily an online community input survey, it was hosted on it’s own website:
www.sctparksurvey.com. To better reach a wide range of Saginaw Township recreation users, there
were also paper copies of the survey available at Center Courts. The Township marketed the survey
in several different ways: several targeted Facebook ads went out to township residents’ Facebook,
Instagram, and other social media platforms; the Township provided a press release to the local
newspaper; and flyers announcing the survey were posted in Center Courts, the Township Hall, and
the Library.
In addition to the community survey, the Township also provided other options for public comment. A
notice of plan availability and review was published on the Parks and Recreation Department
Facebook page. After the 30-day review period, the Township held a public hearing on the Recreation
Plan. The hearing was held on November 19, 2018, at Center Courts. The minutes of the meeting
are included within Appendix C. A brief review of the plan and planning process was given. At the
hearing, the Recreation committee voted to recommend approval of the plan to the Township Board.
On DATE, the Saginaw Township Board of Trustees reviewed and approved the plan. Resolutions of
adoption are included in Appendix C.
One of the most important aspects of a community’s recreation Plan is the inclusion of the resident’s
opinion regarding changes and the future of their parks and recreation system. The following chapter
is a description of the significant results of the survey, a full tabulation can be found in Appendix D.

Survey Results
The survey had a total of 16 questions, four of which were general demographic questions to have a
better understanding of the survey respondents. There was a total of 210 survey responses, with a
completion rate of 99%. Overall the survey took respondents an average of 6 minutes to complete.

Demographic Questions
Respondents generally lived in the 48603 (60%) and 48638 (28%) zip codes. This is not surprising
as these are the two postal codes for the majority of Saginaw Township, they are also the postal
codes which were targeted in the Facebook advertising. Instead of releasing a Facebook
advertisement to the general area of the Township, these two zip codes were targeted to ensure the
majority of the survey respondents lived in the Township, meaning the recreation department would
have a clear picture of what their residents want for parks and recreation. In addition to these two
zip codes, there were a few respondents from several other zip codes in the surrounding area. Table
7 represents each of the zip codes and their general location.
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Table 7 - Zip Codes of Survey Respondents
Zip Code

Location

48602
48603
48604
48609
48623
48626
48638
48724
Other

West Saginaw
Saginaw Township
Kochville Township/Zilwaukee
Thomas/Swan Creek/James Townships
Tittabawassee Township
Richland/Fremont Townships
Saginaw Township
Carrollton Township
-

Percentage of
Responses
6.3%
59.5%
2.9%
0.5%
0.5%
0.0%
28.3%
0.0%
2.0%

Number of
Responses
13
122
6
1
1
0
58
0
4

Respondents were asked to indicate the length of time they had lived in the Township, this question
had an answer choice of Live Elsewhere. The goal of this question was to ask Township residents
how long they had lived in the community. Only 6% of the respondents chose live elsewhere, so it is
safe to assume that even if the respondents did not live in the Township they still answered the
question. Overall, 59% of respondents lived in the same community for more than 15 years. Only 2%
of respondents had been in the community less than a year, 14.6% lived in the same community for
1 – 5 years, and 18% lived in their community between 5 and 10 years.
The majority of survey respondents were female at 64%, with male respondents at the corresponding
36%. There was a good representation of ages in the survey respondents, with the largest group
between the ages of 30 and 39. The following list is a breakdown of the survey respondents’ age:
•
•
•
•

Under 18: 0.5%
Ages 19 – 29: 4.9%
Ages 30 – 39: 28.2%
Ages 40 – 49: 18.3%

•
•
•
•

Ages 50 – 59: 15.3%
Ages 60 – 69: 19.3%
Ages 70 -75: 8.9%
Ages 76 and older: 4.4%

The final demographic question respondents were asked pertained to the number of children living
in their household, often children are the largest group of recreation users therefore the Township
wanted to know how many respondents would be answering these survey questions on behalf of a
family. Overall, the majority of respondents answered they did not have any children (58%). A total of
17% of respondents had one child, 21% had 2 - 3 children, and 3.2% had 4 or more. These number
correspond to the largest percentage of respondents between the age of 30 – 39 and the second
largest percent between the ages of 60 – 69.

General Parks and Recreation Questions
To have a better understanding of the survey respondents’ opinions of the current parks and
recreation facilities in the Township there were a series of questions specific to the existing
amenities, programs, and facilities. The first question asked respondents how they would rate the
parks and recreation facilities in the Township. The vast majority think the facilities are either very
good (40%) or excellent (14%). While 33% think the facilities are good, approximately 10% think they
are fair, and 2% think they are poor. Overall, this is a very strong commendation from the survey
respondents on the current parks and recreation facilities in the Township.
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Additionally, respondents were asked the conditions of several aspects of Saginaw Township Parks,
Overall, respondents had very favorable responses for each aspect indicating a very favorable
opinion on the existing parks and recreation facilities. The following section summarizes the
responses on the overall opinion of park maintenance/appearance, variety of activities/amenities,
variety of recreation programs, and safety.
•

Park Maintenance/Appearance –
o Excellent: 26%, Good: 63.5%, Poor: 7%, and No Opinion: 3.5%
Overall, 90% of the respondents believe the maintenance and appearance of the parks or
good or excellent. This category received the highest percentage of excellent responses and
the highest percent combination of excellent and good responses. Indicating the
respondents are very pleased with maintenance and appearance.

•

Variety of Facilities/Amenities
o Excellent: 11.7%, Good: 69.7%, Poor: 12.8%, and No Opinion: 5.6%
Overall, 81% of respondents think the variety of facilities and amenities are good or
excellent. Overall, the variety of facilities and amenities has the largest percentage of poor
answers, however it was still a small percentage at 12.8%. This indicates an area where the
parks and recreation department could improve.

•

Variety of Recreation Programs
Excellent: 9.7%, Good: 57.4%, Poor: 11.2%, and No Opinion: 21.5%
Overall, 67% of respondents think the variety of recreation programs are good or excellent.
The variety of recreation facilities has one of the largest percentages of respondents who did
not know or had no opinion which could indicate more of the respondents do not take part in
the recreation programming offered by the Township. Also note, this category has a larger
percentage of respondents who answered poor, meaning this category is an area where the
Township could also improve.

•

Safety
o Excellent: 20.4%, Good: 61.7%, Poor: 6.2%, and No Opinion: 11.5%
Overall, 82% of the respondents believe the safety of the parks and recreation facilities are
good or excellent. This is a very promising response, over 82% of respondents feel safe in
Saginaw Township parks with only 6% expressing that safety in the parks is poor.
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Finally, respondents were asked how often they had visited each park in the past year. Overall, the
top five most visited parks were the Township Pathway, Center Courts, Wickes Park, and the Soccer
Complex. The complete list is below in Figure 2, each park is graded on a weighted average scale.
The highest weight corresponds to the most visitation.

Figure 2 - How often have you or your family visited parks and recreation facilities in the past 12
months.
Saginaw Township Pathway

3.43

Center Courts

3.41

Wickes Park (McCarty or Hospital Road)

2.95

Soccer Complex

2.71

Olson Park

2.56

Saginaw Township Playscape

2.54

Little League Park North

1.95

Little League Park South

1.38

West Michigan Park

1.37

Leonard Boers III (Center Rd Boat Launch)

1.32
0

0.5

1

1.5

2
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New Facilities, Amenities, or Programs
In order to have an understanding of what type of facilities, amenities, and programs the
respondents were interested in having in the Township parks and recreation system there were a
series of questions specific to new facilities, amenities, and programs. First, respondents were asked
what additional facilities should be added to the Township parks and open spaces. Respondents
were given several choices and asked to choose as many options as they would like, and were also
given the option to write in answers. The following chart represents the options respondents were
given. The other options can be found in Appendix D. The top 5 responses were farmer’s market,
recreational pathways, sledding hill, restrooms, and splash pad.

Figure 3- Additional facilities or amenities to be added to Township parks and open spaces.
Farmer's market

57.43%

Recreational pathways for walking. bicycling, etc.

51.49%

Sledding Hill

42.08%

Restrooms

40.59%

Splash pad

33.66%

Ice Rink

31.68%

Kayak/Canoe launch

31.19%

Dog park

30.69%

Natural Areas

27.72%

Kayak/canoe rental

27.23%

Playground equipment

26.24%

Pavilions

22.77%

More public access to the Tittabawassee River

18.81%

Other (please specify)

17.33%

Outdoor Volleyball

13.86%

Park Directional signs

9.90%

Basketball courts

9.90%

Skate Park

7.92%

Shuffleboard

7.43%

Octaball

6.93%
0%

10%

20%

30%
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Next respondents were asked what types of recreation programs were needed in Saginaw Township,
specifically, what group of people need more programming options. Overall, the categories were all
very close, however youth recreation classes, family programs, and youth and adult sport activities
were the most popular answers. The remaining answers were in the following order: summer day
camps, adult recreation classes, senior recreation classes, and other activities.
Finally, the Township was interested specifically in what projects respondents would like to see in the
next 5 years. This question asked respondents to rate 6 projects on a scale of high to low priority.
The most desired project would be a new paved pathway connecting the Township parks. Figure 4,
below, highlights the remaining rankings on a weighted scale.

Figure 4 - Following projects you would be interested in seeing completed.
Paved pathway connecting Township Parks

3.87

Winter recreation opportunities like a sledding hill

3.65

Upgrade/add playground equipment

3.43

A splash pad

3.4

Improve playscape

3.26

Additional pavilions for special/family events

3.02
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5

Finally, respondents were asked an open ended question to determine one thing they would do to
improve Township parks. There were 75 responses, which can be read in Appendix D. However, there
were some common themes throughout the responses. The most popular theme was adding more
walking and biking trails throughout the Township. Specifically, using new trails to connect existing
neighborhoods to park facilities and ensuring any future neighborhood developments were also
designed to be connected to the existing sidewalk infrastructure. Overall, connectivity of facilities
was a reoccurring theme throughout the survey and was very important to Township respondents.
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Goals and Objectives
Developing effective and achievable goals and
objectives is an important part of the parks and
recreation planning process. Overall, the Parks and
Recreation Committee would like to provide high
quality recreation opportunities for the community.
The main sources used to formulate these goals and
objectives are as follows: the results of the public
input process, a comparison of Saginaw Charter
Township’s facilities with published community
standards, the observations of the Parks and
Recreation Commission, demographic
characteristics of the population, and the physical
and environmental characteristics of the community.

Recreation Deficiencies

The following is the mission of the
Saginaw Charter Township Parks
and Recreation Department:
The Saginaw Charter Township Parks
and Recreation Commission has
identified the following as key to the
development of parks and recreation
in the Township:
•
To provide safe and healthy
recreational opportunities to
meet the diverse interests and
needs of Township residents.
•
To develop and provide
recreational programs and
facilities for Saginaw Township
residents based on desire.

Township residents are fortunate in that they have a
wealth of outdoor and indoor facilities for parks recreation and leisure. As the recreation inventory
details, the Township has 16 public parks including Center Courts, the indoor recreation center.
The Township offers many opportunities for recreation and leisure through its facilities and
programming. The Parks and Recreation Commission along with input from Township staff, elected
officials, and the public provided strong insight into what the Township’s residents considered
deficient in terms of parks and recreation facilities and services. These comments and
recommendations, combined with the capital improvement plan, established a strong framework
from which the Parks and Recreation Department administrative staff was able to develop the fiveyear action plan.
In assessing the deficiencies of
Saginaw Charter Township, an
evaluation of existing programs and
facilities combined with public input
was considered the most efficient
way of determining need. Analysis of
public input received revealed many
requests for the following
improvements additional/expanded
pathways network, pool or splash
pad, winter recreation opportunities,
accessible restrooms, and improved
youth recreation classes and more
youth and adult sporting events. In
addition to these, the issue of
maintaining and improving existing
infrastructure was a recurrent theme.
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Residents have made very clear their desire for more pedestrian pathways, including both regional
recreation trails and sidewalks connecting neighborhoods to parks. Township officials have also
made a priority of constructing pathways and would like to continue that practice over the next 5
years. In addition to recreational trails, Township officials would like to work to connect their existing
infrastructure sidewalks, schools, and parks to one another and are exploring various funding
options, such as Safe Routes to Schools, to do so. Many residents would like either a pool or splash
pad in addition to the existing spray park, Township officials are working toward this goal and are
looking to seek a grant opportunity for this amenity in the near future. Township officials also want to
ensure equal access for all park users, especially in necessary facilities such as a park restrooms. In
any case, where restrooms will be updated, the Township will design a facility that is usable by all.
Finally, programming for the Township park facilities is extensive with activities for youth and adults
with varying levels of skill development. Because the Township provides recreation programs for
residents outside of the Township boundaries, it is a regional recreation. The demand for
programming and facility needs has been recognized to be far greater than would typically be
expected for a community of this population, but the Township is always interested in providing
recreation programs that will be most desired by users. The survey respondents indicated they would
like to see more youth recreation classes and more youth and adult sporting events.

Goals and Objectives
In order to accomplish this mission, the following goals have been developed. These goals are based
on feedback from Township residents, from the results of the recreation survey, from observed
deficiencies, and from comparisons with existing standards. Goals are the broadest level of ideas. By
necessity, they are overreaching and general. Objectives carry out the purpose of each goal. Action
Plan items are the most specific level, they identify specific projects and programs to by pursued
over the next five years. Action Plan items can include organizational, staffing, programming, public
information, and operation and maintenance actions. The Parks and Recreation Committee
formulated the following goals and objectives.
Goal 1. General improvements to Saginaw Township’s existing parks ensuring they are
safe, clean, and well-maintained public spaces.
Objective: Consistently consider any renovation and/or repair opportunity at existing
facilities as a chance to improve accessibility with an eye toward universal design.
Objective: Continue focused, preventative maintenance at all parks and recreation facilities.
Objective: Continue to provide a high level of cleanliness and upkeep/maintenance of
existing facilities.
Objective: Implement targeted upgrades to improve safety of parks and work with local law
enforcement to create a safe environment.
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Goal 2. Continue to develop safe and accessible non -motorized pathways.
Objective: Continue to work with neighboring jurisdictions, the county, and the region to
make a system of pathways a reasonable alternative to other forms of transportation.
Objective: Whenever possible, leverage existing and proposed development to install
pathway systems as part of the overall system plan.
Objective: Work to connect the existing park system through a network of sidewalks and nonmotorized pathways to create a more connected and safe system.
Objective: Evaluate potential corridors for new pathway opportunities.
Goal 3. Continually adapt and provide good service to the users of the parks system
and the recreation programs.
Objective: Investigate and pursue ways to leverage existing resources by looking to
community partners who can assist in expanding our programs, facilities and offerings.
Objective: Identify ways to maintain and control costs while expanding services and ensuring
sustainability.
Goal 4. If deemed appropriate, acquire additional recreation land for potential park
facilities.
Objective: As new development occurs and infrastructure is installed in the northwest
portion of the Township, work to identify preferred locations for open space and parkland.
Objective: If desired, acquire property as it becomes available.
Objective: If possible, acquire spaces that are high in natural resource value.
Goal 5. Provide high-quality recreation opportunities for the residents of Saginaw
Charter Township based on citizen interest .
Objective: Identify improvements to existing facilities that lend themselves to multiple
groups (lacrosse, soccer, tennis, disc golf, etc.).
Objective: Work to ensure that all facilities are accessible and maximize renovations and
scheduled maintenance by attempting to include improvements that include universal design
elements.
Objective: Utilize the Recreation Plan survey results as a guide for future park and program
development.
Objective: Provide greater access to water resources like the Tittabawassee River in Saginaw
Township.
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Goal 6. Encourage the dedication of park land in new residential developments.
Objective: Work with Planning Commission and Township Staff to encourage good design
practices in new subdivision developments. Such as dedicated park land and wide
accessible sidewalks which connect to the existing sidewalk network.
Objective: Work with the Township to ensure connectivity in neighborhood design with the
goal that no neighborhoods are isolated.
Goal 7. Improve/provide barrier-free access and universal design standards at
recreation facilities.
Objective: Provide equal access to recreation opportunities to all individuals.
Objective: Improvements to existing facilities should be designed to exceed minimum
requirements of the Michigan barrier-free code.
Objective: If feasible, any new facilities should be designed to Universal Design standards.
Goal 8. Provide recreational programming for the Saginaw Township Community .
Objective: Continue to collaborate with Township Community Schools and public and private
partners to provide programming to suit community needs.
Objective: Investigate the opportunity for new events, programs and leisure activities.
Objective: Provide programs and activities that are accessible and affordable.
Goal 9. Increase Marketing/awareness of the existing parks and recreation programs.
Objective: Increase marketing and promotion of Township parks.
Objective: Develop pathway signage for parking and trail signs.
Objective: Utilize the Township’s existing social media platforms to communicate with
residents about Township parks and programming.
Objective: Reach out to the community to further publicize events. Increase marketing and
promotion of Township parks and recreational facilities. For example, work with local media
to provide coverage of improvements, events, and activities at the parks.
Objective: Work with local schools, governmental units, and non-profit organizations to share
information regarding Saginaw Township parks and other recreational opportunities.
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Consistent Capital Improvements Planning
In order to consistently work toward long term implementation of these goals and the action plan
contained on the following pages, the Parks and Recreation Commission will, in the winter of each
year, establish key items to pursue within the next fiscal year. With the assistance of the Director of
the Department of Public Services and the Recreation Manager, the Parks and Recreation
Commission will work to review its action plan, including any new items that may become needed as
the implementation of the Recreation Plan continues. The Parks and Recreation Commission and
Township staff will work to adjust the action plan through the yearly prioritization of tentative
expenditures. These expenditures will include their relationship to goals and action items included
in this plan and review any other necessary improvements that may need to take place in terms of
programming, capital improvements or changes in maintenance, etc.

Action Program
With goals and objectives in place, the Township was able to develop a five-year Action Program to
work toward accomplishing the goals and objectives. The Action Program details the specific
projects and the direction the Township wishes to take over the next five years. The items are
designed to maintain and improve the quality and diversity of Saginaw Township parks and
recreation facilities. Each action item relates to one or more of the lettered goals described earlier.
Potential projects described in this plan have been established not only to provide a framework for
decision-makers but also to enable the Township to apply for grant funding.
The project list is not a fixed element and it is not either all-inclusive or exclusive. The project list
reflects the results of the input received from the online survey, and Township officials. The projects
are not listed in order of priority. Future circumstances, especially availability of funding, will dictate
the order of completion. The proposed Action Items are shown in Table 8 on the following pages.
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Table 8 – 5 Year Action Plan

Saginaw Charter Township Recreation Plan
5 Year Action Plan
Olson Park
Renovate restrooms and drinking fountains with pet stations
Splash pad with updated restrooms and mechanical rooms
Playground equipment at Gotto Park for 5 and under
Playground equipment for 12 and under
Close south entry drive into park, include small parking area near tennis courts
Acquire land adjacent to Center Courts and realign drive with Heritage
Install 2nd large pavilion
Asphalt parking lot and landscape improvements
Resurface asphalt basketball court
Repair/replace existing ballfield fencing where needed
Add trail loop through park

Harvey Randall Wickes Park - West
Renovate restrooms and drinking fountains with pet stations
ADA accessible pathway around pond
ADA accessible paved pathways to ballfields
Asphalt parking lot
Install small pavilions around asphalt near pond
Replace guardrails
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Saginaw Charter Township Recreation Plan
5 Year Action Plan
Harvey Randall Wickes Park - East
Renovate restrooms and drinking fountains with pet stations
Add small pavilion
Asphalt parking lot
Small playground structure
Asphalt walking path

Playscape Park
Replace wooden playground equipment with new modern equipment
Replace wooden fence that surrounds the playground equipment
Replace playground mulch with new rubber playground material
Renovate restroom and drinking fountains with pet stations
New asphalt walkways from parking lot to restroom
New landscape around playground area and road
Add new pavilion
Acquire property east of Playscape Park

Pedestrian Pathway
Additional phase of pathway on Tittabawassee from Mackinaw to Midland Road
Additional phase of pathway on McCarty Road from Autumn Ridge to Hospital Road
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Financing Potential Improvements
Funding for the projects described under the Action Program can come from a range of local, state,
and federal programs. Grant funding is available for parks and recreation projects. However,
applicants need to target potential funding agencies and programs very carefully so as to meet the
specific criteria required. What follows is a current listing of programs and agencies that can provide
funding for parks and recreation projects.

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)
•
•

•
•

•
•

Match requirement – minimum of 25%
Development grants
o Minimum Grant Request $15,000
o Maximum Grant Request $300,000
Acquisition grants
o No minimum or maximum
Goals of MNRTF Board
o Resource Protection – very important
o Water Access
o Community Recreation
o Urban Recreation
o Economic Development
Due annually on April 1
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Administered by MNRTF, applications due annually on April 1
50% match required
Minimum grant request $30,000 ($60,000 project total)
Maximum grant request $300,000 ($600,000 project total)
Funds a wide variety of outdoor recreation projects
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants

Michigan Recreation Passport Grant (RPG)
•
•
•
•
•

Administered by MNRTF, applications due annually on April 1
Match requirement – minimum of 25%
Minimum Grant Request $7,500
Maximum Grant Request $150,000
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants
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Michigan Department of Transportation - Transportation Alternatives Program
•
•

•
•

For non-motorized transportation and rehabilitation & operation of historic transportation
buildings, structures, or facilities (bridges, railroad depot, etc.)
Eligible applicants include county road commissions, cities, and villages. Other organizations
may sponsor applications (i.e. County Road Commission or local MDOT office sponsors an
application)
Rolling online application process
www.michigan.gov/mdot - Go to “Projects and Programs”

Other Programs to Consider:
Specific sports and sports foundations
•

•
•

United States Tennis Association (USTA) –
o funding for tennis courts and programs
o www.usta.com
Major League Baseball
o Baseball Tomorrow Fund, more info at www.baseballtomorrow.com
United States Soccer
o www.ussoccerfoundation.org

Safe Routes to School
•

•
•

For projects near elementary and middle schools:
o Sidewalks and off-street pedestrian facilities
o On-street and off-street bicycle facilities
o Traffic calming and speed reduction
o Pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements
o Traffic diversion improvements in the vicinity of schools
Need to complete the safe routes planning process to apply
www.saferoutesmichigan.org

Trust for Public Land (TPL)
•

•

Conservation Transactions: TPL helps structure, negotiate, and complete land transactions
that create parks, playgrounds, and protected natural areas. TPL serves as an independent
agent, buying land from willing landowners and then transferring it to public agencies, land
trusts, or other groups for protection. In some instances, TPL will protect land through
conservation easements, which restrict development but permit traditional uses such as
farming and ranching.
More information at www.tpl.org
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Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Nonpoint Source Pollution Control
Grants
•
•
•

Must be part of a watershed management plan
Projects aimed at reducing nonpoint source pollution (streambank and shoreline
stabilization, rain gardens, erosion control, conservation easements)
www.michigan.gov/deq - Go to “Surface Water” and then to “Non-point Source Pollution”

Community Forestry Grant Program
•

•
•

Projects that develop or enhance urban and community forestry resources in Michigan
Project categories are: Management and Planning, Education and Training, Library
Resources and Tree Planting
50% match required
http://www.mi.gov/dnrucf - Go to “Community Forestry Grants”

Community Foundations, Private Foundations, and Endowments
•

Community Foundation for Saginaw area
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Planning Process
In an effort to provide quality recreational opportunities for its citizens, Saginaw Charter Township
has developed this Parks and Recreation Plan as a tool to guide the development of recreation
facilities over the next five years. This plan represents an ongoing commitment by the Township to
establish recreational goals and objectives for the community. The plan will also provide Saginaw
Township eligibility for grants from the Department of Natural Resources to assist the Township in
reaching its recreational goals.
Saginaw Charter Township contracted with Spicer Group of Saginaw to assist the Parks and
Recreation Commission with the completion of this plan. Spicer Group consultants met with the
Parks and Recreation Commission during 2017 and 2018 while working on the plan.
Data was collected about the Saginaw Charter Township, including demographics and an inventory
of the parks and facilities owned and operated by the Township. This data was gathered from a
number of resources including Township staff, the previous Saginaw Township Parks and Recreation
Plan, the Parks and Recreation Commission, research of aerial images provided by Google Earth,
and through field visits.
Two opportunities for input and participation were provided during the development of this plan, the
results of which were described in an earlier section of this plan. Based upon the existing
information and the public input, Township staff and the Parks and Recreation Commission
developed goals for parks and recreation in the Township. The Parks and Recreation Commission
and Township staff also created an action program to accomplish the goals of the plan.
Spicer Group completed a draft recreation plan which was subsequently available for review at
Township Hall and on the Township’s website. The Recreation Plan was publicized on in the local
newspaper, the Township website, and the recreation Facebook page. The final opportunity for
community input occurred at the advertised public hearing held prior to adoption of the plan, which
was held on November 19, 2018. After this public hearing, the Parks and Recreation Commission
passed a motion recommending Township Board adoption of the Parks and Recreation Plan. Finally,
the plan was transmitted to the Township Board for its review. The Saginaw Charter Township Board
passed a resolution to adopt the recreation plan at the Township Board meeting on DATE. Copies of
the recreation plan were transmitted to Saginaw County, and the East Michigan Council of
Governments. The Plan was uploaded to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for
approval in MONTH of YEAR. Copies of the notification advertisements, the public hearing minutes,
and the resolution, are included in Appendix C.
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Appendix A
Recreation Inventory

2018 SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN

The following pages are the part of an inventory conducted by the Township in 2014. All of the parks
aside from Center Courts, the Township Pathway, and the Soccer Complex are included in the
following pages.

2014 BERBEROVICH PARK
- 1 Play Structure
- 1 Regular Swing Set with 2 Belt Seats
- 1 Toddler Swing Set with 2 Toddler Seats
- 1 Rocket Climbing Structure
- 1 Rectangle Climbing Structure
- 3 Spring Riders, Seal, Frog, Squirrel
- 2 Picnic Tables
- 1 Grill
- 1 Ice Rink

2014 BRIARWOOD PARK
- 1 Play Structure
- 2 Picnic Tables
- 2 Grills
- 2 Horseshoe Pits
- 1 Regular Swing with 4 Belt Seats
- 1 Toddler Swing with 2 Toddler Seats
- 1 Slide
- 1 Spring Rider, Horse
- 1 Pet Waste Station
- 1 Backstop

2014 BURKHAVEN PARK
- 1 Play Structure
- 1 Toddler Swing Set with 2 Toddler Seats
- 1 Regular Swing Set with 3 Belt Seats
- 1 Spring Rider, Frog
- 1 Sand Box
- 2 Picnic Tables
- 2 Grills

2014 CAN-AMERA PARK
- 1 Football Field
- 1 Regular Swing Set with 4 Belt Seats
- 1 Toddler Swing Set with 2 Toddler Seats
- 3 Spring Riders, Frog, Pony, Seal
- 1 Slide
- 1 Measuring Height Board
- 2 Picnic Tables
- 2 Grills
- 1 Flag pole

2014 GEORGE OLSON PARK COMPLEX
- 2 Lighted Softball Fields with 6 Bleachers
- 2 Baseball Fields with 8 Bleachers
- 1 Comfort Station
- 1 Basketball Court with 2 Benches
- 6 Tennis Courts with 2 Bleachers
- 8 Horseshoe Pits
- 1 Pavilion
- 20 Picnic Tables
- 4 Grills
- 3 Drinking Fountains
- 1 Pedestrian Walking Path
- 4 Community Gardens
- 4 Shuffleboard Courts with 8 Benches
- 4 Park Benches on Pathway
- 2 Picnic Tables under Pathway Shelter
- 1 Pet Waste Station on Pathway
- 8 Dugouts with Player Benches
- 4 Scoreboards
- 10 Lights on East side of Tennis Courts
- 10 Lights on West side of Tennis Courts

2014 GOTTO PARK

- 1 Wading Pool with Comfort Station
- 6 Canopy Picnic Tables
- 16 Park Benches
- 2 Climbing Playground Structures
- 5 Spring Riders, 2 ATV’S, Rocket, Squirrel, Seal
- 2 Merry Go Rounds
- 2 Toddler Swing Sets with 6 Toddler Seats
- 2 Drinking Fountains
- 1 Growth Chart Board

2014 HARVEY RANDELL WICKES EAST

- 2 Softball Fields
- 4 Sets of Bleachers
- 1 18 Hole Disk Golf Course
- 2 Water Fountains
- 1 Comfort Station
- 2 Volleyball Courts
- 1 Basketball Court
- 1 Pet Waste Station
- 1 Pavilion with 5 Picnic Tables
- 4 Other Picnic Tables @ Playground & Volleyball Courts
- 2 Grills
- 1 Climbing Playground Structure
- 1 Toddler Swing with 2 Toddler Seats
- 1 Regular Swing with 4 Belt Seats
- 4 Player Benches, 2 Per Field
- 2 Lights @ Comfort Station, 1 Wall Pack, & 1 Vapor

2014 HARVEY RANDALL WICKES WEST
- 4 Softball Fields with 2 Player Benches @ each Field
- 2 Sets of Bleachers @ each Field
- 1 Baseball Field with Scoreboard & 2 Dugouts
- 2 Sets of Bleachers behind Home Plate of Baseball Field
- 1 Nature Trail
- 1 Volleyball Court
- 1Fishing Platform
- 2 Pet Waste Stations
- 1 Regular Swing Set with 4 Belt Seats
- 1 Toddler Swing Set with 2 Toddler Seats
- 1 Mega Playground Structure
- 1 Spring Rider, Seal
- 1 Large Pavilion
- 17 Resin Picnic Tables under Pavilion
- 4 Grills @ Pavilion
- 2 Picnic Tables @ Volleyball Court
- 1 Park Bench, 1 Picnic Table, & 1 Grill on Hill by Pond
- 3 Picnic Tables & 3 Grills between Driveway & Parking Lot
- 1 Water Fountain by Pavilion
- 8 Horseshoe Pits
- 4 Picnic Tables by Horseshoe Pits
- 1 Grill by Horseshoe Pits
- 3 Rubber Coated Picnic Tables @ Mega Playground Structure
- 10 Picnic Tables between Playground & Comfort Station
- 11 Grills between Playground & Comfort Station
- 1 Comfort Station
- 1 Small Pavilion
- 4 Picnic Tables under Small Pavilion
- 1 Water Fountain by Small Pavilion
- 1 Picnic Table & 1 Grill between Comfort Station & Softball Field #1
- 1 Water Fountain @ Baseball Field
- 1 Picnic Table & 1 Grill on South Side of Pond
- 1 Pond
- 2 Lights on Comfort Station
- 1 Light @ Mega Playground Structure

2014 LATHRUP PARK
- 1 Pet Waste Station
- 3 New Park Benches with Cement Slab, Installed 8-25-14
- 1 Flag pole

2014 LEONARD BOERS III RIVERFRONT BOAT LAUNCH
- 1 Dock & Boat Ramp
- 6 Lights in Parking Lot

2014 NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE
- 5 Baseball Fields
- 1 Concession Stand with 2 Bathrooms
- 1 Regular Swing with 4 Belt Seats
- 1 Toddler Swing with 4 Toddler Seats
- 1 Spring Rider, Squirrel
- 1 Climbing Structure
- 2 Water Fountains
- 12 Picnic Tables
- 1 Flag pole

2014 RUDY ZAUEL PARK SOUTH LITTLE LEAGUE
- 4 Baseball Fields
- 1 Concession Stand with Storage & Comfort Stations
- 2 Picnic Tables by Concession Stand
- 1 Comfort Station by T-Ball field
- 1 Regular Swing Set with 6 Belt Seats
- 1 Toddler Swing Set with 4 Toddler Seats
- 1 Climbing Structure
- 2 Grills
- 2 Picnic Tables @ Playground
- 2 Water Fountains
- 1 Flag pole

2014 SANDHILL PARK
- 1 Basketball Court
- 4 Horseshoe Pits
- 7 Park Benches
- 2 Picnic Tables
- 2 Grills
- 1 Pavilion
- 1 Water Fountain
- 1 Toddler Swing Set with 2 Toddler Seats
- 1 Regular Swing Set with 6 Belt Seats
- 1 Slide
- 3 Spring Riders, Zebra, Seal, Frog
- 1 Sand Box

2014 PLAYSCAPE PARK
- 1 Huge Wooden Play Structure
- 1 Swing Set with 4 Toddler Seats
- 1 Regular Swing Set with 10 Belt Seats
- 7 Canopy Picnic Tables
- 3 Wood Circular Picnic Tables
- 1 Comfort Station
- 2 Wall Pack Lights on Comfort Station
- 3 Lights in Parking Lot
- 3 Lights in Playground

2014 WEST MICHIGAN PARK
- 1 Swing Set – 2 Toddler Seats & 2 Belt Seats
- 1 Slide
- 1 Climbing Structure
- 2 Picnic Tables
- 5 Park Benches
- 2 BBQ Grills
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Post-Completion Self-Inspection Reports
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Grants Management
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Grant History
Grantee
Saginaw Charter Township - Legacy - Saginaw County
Project No. 26-00569

Project County:

Saginaw

Project Year: 1975

Project Title: Olson Recreation Center
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $58,230.00

6 fenced tennis courts, horseshoe and shuffleboard area, and LWCF sign, fenced baseball field, parking lot

Project No. 26-01023 J1

Project County:

Saginaw

Project Year: 1977

Project Title: Olson Recreation Center
Project Status: Grant Closed
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $62,971.85

paved lot, 2 pavilions, landscaping, lighting of tennis court and 2 pavilions, playground equipment, volleyball
court, LWCF sign.

Project No. 26-01060 B1

Project County:

Saginaw

Project Year: 1978

Project Title: H. R. Wickes Rec. Complex
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $62,505.11

Project Description:
Project No. 26-01337

Project County:

Project Year: 1984

Project Title: Saginaw Township Valley Recreation Area
Project Status: Withdrawn
Project Description:

Grant Amount: $62,500.00

Acquisition of 40 acres

Project No. BF89-320

Project County:

Saginaw

Project Year: 1989

Project Title: HRW Recreation Complex
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $125,000.00

Scope Item:
basketball court - fenced
contingencies
fenced softball fields-2
parking lot #3 extended
pavilion
restrooms
staking & inspection
underdrainage - 2 fields
watering systems - 2
watermain extension
Project Description:

Phase II Development according to approved master plan and plan for Harvey Randall Wickes Recreation
Complex: parking, drive, waterline extension, restroom, softball fields, pavilion, basketball court.
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Grants Management
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Grant History
Grantee
Saginaw Charter Township - Legacy - Saginaw County
Project No. BF92-058

Project County:

Saginaw

Project Year: 1992

Project Title: Olson Center SCT #II
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $20,625.00

Scope Item:
Add underdng.2 softbl.fld
Add underdng.basebl.fld.
Fence/backup rep.2 fields
Watering sys.1 basebl.fld
Watering sys.2 softbl.fld
Project Description:

Renovate, improve and expand usage of two softball and one baseball field, drainage, irrigation and
landscaping.

Project No. CM00-091

Project County:

Saginaw

Project Year: 2000

Project Title: Saginaw Township Field House
Project Status: Grant Closed

Grant Amount: $750,000.00

Scope Item:
Construct Field House
Project Description:

Construction of a barrier-free field house to include basketball courts, an elevated track, shuffleboard,
volleyball, badminton, and other recreational/athletic activities.
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Community Input Survey Results
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Saginaw Charter Township Parks and Recreation
Survey Results
210 Total Responses | 99% Completion Rate
What is your zip code?
2017
6.34%
59.51%
2.93%
0.49%
0.49%
0.00%
28.29%
0.00%
1.95%

48602
48603
48604
48609
48623
48626
48638
48724
Other

2012
2.6%
65.1%
2.6%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
29.6%
0.0%
0.0%

What is your gender?

Female

64%

Male

36%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%
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What is your age?
30%

28.22%

25%

20%

19.31%

18.32%
15.35%

15%

8.91%

10%
4.95%

4.46%

5%
0.50%
0%
Under 18

19-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-75

76 and older

How many children under the age of 18 live in your household?
1.60%

1.60%

7.49%

0 Children (58.29%)
1 Child (16.58%)
2 Children (14.44%)

14.44%

3 Children (7.49%)
4 Children (1.60%)

58.29%
16.58%

5 Chldren (1.60%)
6 or More Children (0%)
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How long have you lived in Saginaw Township? (2017 Survey Results)
70.00%
59.02%

60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
18.05%

20.00%

14.63%

10.00%

5.85%
2.44%

0.00%
Less than 1 year

1-5 years

5-10 years

15+ years

Live elsewhere

How long have you lived in Saginaw Township? (2017 and 2012 Survey Results)
90%
77.9%

80%
70%
59.02%

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

14.63%
2.44% 1.5%

18.05%
14.4%
5.85%

5.6%

0.5%

0%
Less than 1 year

1-5 years

5-10 years
2017

15+ years

Live elsewhere

2012
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Overall, how would you rate the parks and recreation f acilities in Saginaw Township? (2017 Survey
Results)
45%
40.30%
40%
33.33%

35%
30%
25%
20%
15%

14.43%
9.95%

10%
5%

1.99%

0%
Excellent

Very Good

Good

Fair

Poor

Overall, how would you rate the parks and recreation f acilities in Saginaw Township? (2017 and
2012 Survey Results)
45%

42.4%

40.30% 40.1%
40%

33.33%

35%
30%
25%
20%
15%

14.43%
10.2%

9.95%

10%

6.8%

5%

1.99%

0.6%

0%
Excellent

Very Good

Good
2017

Fair

Poor

2012
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In the last 12 months, how often have you or your family used the following Saginaw Township Parks
and Recreation facilities?
Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Every 2-3
months

Center Courts

7%
14

9.5%
19

12.5%
25

18%
36

Once in
6
months
16%
32

Olson Park

0%
0

11.89%
22

8.65%
16

10.81%
20

0%
0

13.4%
26

9.28%
18

1.57%
3

12.04%
23

0.53%
1

Wickes Park
(McCarty or
Hospital Road)
Soccer
Complex
West Michigan
Park
Leonard Boers
III (Center Rd
Boat Launch)
Little League
Park North
Little League
Park South
Saginaw
Township
Playscape
Saginaw
Township
Pathway

Once a
year

Never

Total

Weighted
Average

15%
30

22%
44

200

3.41

8.11%
15

12.97%
24

47.57%
88

185

2.56

19.59%
38

9.79%
19

12.89%
25

35.05%
68

194

2.95

8.38%
16

9.42%
18

13.09%
25

13.09%
25

42.41%
81

191

2.71

0.53%
1

1.59%
3

2.65%
5

4.76%
9

6.88%
13

83.07%
157

189

1.37

0%
0

1.04%
2

2.6%
5

1.56%
3

2.6%
5

6.25%
12

85.94%
165

192

1.32

0.52%
1

7.25%
14

4.66%
9

7.77%
15

3.63%
7

6.74%
13

69.43%
134

193

1.95

0%
0

3.19%
6

0.53%
1

3.19%
6

1.6%
3

7.45%
14

84.04%
158

188

1.38

2.05%
4

4.62%
9

10.26%
20

16.41%
32

9.74%
19

8.72%
17

48.21%
94

195

2.54

4.62%
9

24.62%
48

9.23%
18

10.77%
21

6.67%
13

9.74
19%

34.36%
67

195

3.43

In the last 12 months, how often have you or your family used the following Saginaw Township Parks
and Recreation facilities? (Con’t)
Saginaw Township Pathway

3.43

Center Courts

3.41

Wickes Park (McCarty or Hospital Road)

2.95

Soccer Complex

2.71

Olson Park

2.56

Saginaw Township Playscape

2.54

Little League Park North

1.95

Little League Park South

1.38

West Michigan Park

1.37

Leonard Boers III (Center Rd Boat Launch)

1.32
0

0.5

1

1.5

2
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3

5

3.5
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In the last 12 months, how often have you or your family used the following Saginaw Township Parks
and Recreation facilities? (Con’t) Other Parks Responses:
1. I love and use Can America park daily! Thanks for adding the new children's playset last Spring. Please
add playground equipment playscape for 6-12 year olds too. It was hard to answer the survey - going to
little league games (what should be answered, it's weekly for the season) The Playscape, I visit during the
summer but that wouldn't be monthly for the year)
2. Berberovich park. Approx. 3 to 4 times a week
3. Berberovich - weekly
4. Cam-am monthly
5. Can-Amera Spring and Fall soccer practices
6. We've been to Briarwood park twice in the past year.
7. Township A & B... It's ridiculous that all the lights don't work...Players pay big money& their safety is at
risk..Shame on you the Recreation Department..
8. Berberovich Park monthly
9. Briarwood weekly
10. Roetke park is great fishing and events
11. Berberavich every couple days
12. Rainbow Park by Walmart 4-5 times this spring/summer
13. Haithco park weekly for swimming
14. We visit the soccer complex quite a bit for fall soccer league and travel soccer. We also are at North little
league nightly from the end of April through the end of June. We also attend the Golds baseball
tournaments in May and June at wicked park.
15. Immerman - 12 visits annually
Harvey Randall Wickes (McCarty) - 20 visits annually
Can-Amera Park - 6 visits annually
16. Can-Amera since it’s within walking distance for my family.
17. Can-Amera use all the time
leaves a long fence never cleaned lots of trash, sticks glass
18. We enjoy the playscapes and the spray parks. We usually attend the 4-5 days a week.
19. We really enjoy the school parks over the summer too. Specifically Sherwood, Hemmeter and Mackinaw
High. We visit these at least weekly because they are close.
20. Saginaw Valley Rail Trail (bike trail)
21. Sandhill Park weekly
22. Can-Amera park Weekly
23. Berberovich Park (about six times a year) and Can-Amera Park (about two times a year)
24. I wish dogs were banned on the Saginaw Township Pathway!! I was chased by a viscous German
shepherd a few years ago. And the dog was on a leash, the woman walking it couldn't control the large
dog. I've seen said woman still walking that dog toward the pathway. I have had other encounters on the
"pedestrian" path. Too damn many dogs and many not on leashes. I have never been back. It's not
safe!!
25. Numbers are a little skewed because of seasonality. For example, in the winter we used Center court
several times a week. In the summer we don't use it at all. Opposite is true for the outside parts.
26. Can Amera weekly, sometimes daily
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Saginaw Township has a disc golf course at Wickes Park. Please check all the ans wers that apply to
you below.

I will not use the disc golf course at Wickes Park.

24.75%

I was not aware of the disc golf course at Wickes Park.

25.25%

I plan to use the disc golf course at Wickes Park.

11.88%

I have used the disc golf course at Wickes Park.

15.84%

I am aware of the disc golf course at Wickes Park.

55.45%
0%

10%

20%

30%
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40%

7

50%

60%

What additional facilities or amenities would you like to see added to Saginaw Township operated
parks and open spaces? Please check all that apply.

Farmer's market

57.43%

Recreational pathways for walking. bicycling, etc.

51.49%

Sledding Hill

42.08%

Restrooms

40.59%

Splash pad

33.66%

Ice Rink

31.68%

Kayak/Canoe launch

31.19%

Dog park

30.69%

Natural Areas

27.72%

Kayak/canoe rental

27.23%

Playground equipment

26.24%

Pavilions

22.77%

More public access to the Tittabawassee River

18.81%

Other (please specify)

17.33%

Outdoor Volleyball

13.86%

Park Directional signs

9.90%

Basketball courts

9.90%

Skate Park

7.92%

Shuffleboard

7.43%

Octaball

6.93%
0%

10%

20%

30%
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70%

What additional facilities or amenities would you like to see added to Saginaw Township operated
parks and open spaces? Please check all that apply. Other Responses:
1. Tennis
2. Any updates to Berberovich park:)would be welcomed
3. Too many pesticides are being sprayed at our parks our children are being diagnosed with cancer.
Please find a safe way to maintain our parks for our loved ones!
4. Center Courts should add a pool and racquetball facilities
5. Community pool / slide
6. Would love to see a baseball diamond and bathrooms added to Canamerica park. Might need some
doggie bags added as many people walk their dogs through the space.
7. I would really like to see the rail trail system hook up to the areas around the soccer complex. I would
use for biking much more often.
8. Wave pool
9. Outdoor pool
10. kayak rental and launch is a great idea especially given the increasing popularity of kayaking.
11. An outdoor public pool would be an amazing addition to Saginaw Township Parks and Rec. Briarwood
park has such a large amount of space, and hardly gets used. It would be wonderful to have the ability
to lap swim outside in the summer, to offer swim lessons and other water sports/aerobics outdoors.
The splash pads are fun, but a full pool would allow the opportunity for summer jobs for high
school/college students, and for families to have a fun, safe environment to cool off in the summer, as
well as teach children important life/water safety skills outdoors.
12. Signage specifying length of path at Center Court. Dugouts at Wicks park.
13. Your restrooms are a joke..
14. Pool for families. I loved the pool by zauel, but we could only use it for a few years.
15. I would love to see a better water area, our is horrible. I also think a nice area for skateboarding/bikes
would be great for kids. Near the police station would be perfect! Near the high school, police presence
keeps down on potential kid stupidity, and gets rid of the horrible splash pool.
16. Swimming pool.
17. Barriers (physical or, preferably, distance) around basketball courts to keep them separate from areas
where kids and families will be. The people they attract, and the language they scream out, don't
belong around kids and families. This isn't a problem on any other type of court in any of the parks I've
used (tennis, shuffleboard, etc).
18. I just moved back to the Chesaning area so I haven't visited your parks yet, which is why I skipped the
first question. I'm looking forward to your bike trail from Saginaw to St. Charles this Fall, and would like
to kayak as well. I would use both pavilions and grills at a park or along the bike trail as well as
restrooms of course. Since I haven't been on your bike trail yet, I hope there are also benches or break
areas along the way as well, as well as signage designating what mile-marker you are on.
19. I would like shuffleboard but don’t see myself going out to buy my own equipment to bring.
20. Outdoor pool in the summer.......connected to Center Courts.
21. More tennis courts. Since some tennis courts turned into pickle ball courts, people have had to wait to
play tennis even though the pb courts were not being used!
22. Community pool. With family activities
Landscaping etc at Wickes Park East by the disc golf.
23. Community pool @ olson complex.
24. Where do you park your car if you want to walk on the pathway? There is no designated parking in the
township for this.
25. Community garden
26. Trees
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27. The Township needs pathways or sidewalks on McCarty, Lawndale, Shattuck and Hospital. You must
bicycle or walk in fast moving traffic on parts of these roads that don't have sidewalks or pathways.
This is dangerous and should be made a high priority.
28. Community pool and pavilion
29. Cardiodrumming classes.
30. It would be nice if the parking lot at Wickes Park (McCarty Road) was paved.
31. Are for food trucks to set up.
32. Indoor pool
33. Pool
34. I'd like summer softball/baseball camps for ages 6 and up. Since the township doesn't offer an outdoor
pool area maybe work with STCS for summer swim camps. We attend several camps in the area and
there are lacking in sports for elementary. We have a softball player and had no idea there was disc
golf until we starting walking paths.
35. Larger parks, with long running trails (not paved), like midland city forest
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Please rate the need for the following recreation programs.

Family Programs

A Top
Priority
25.65%
49

49.74%
95

Somewhat
Important
14.66%
28

Not
Important
2.09%
4

No
Opinion
7.85%
15

Important

Total

Weighted
Average

191

3.83

Senior Recreation
Classes

13.78%
27

47.45%
93

20.41%
40

5.1%
10

13.27%
26

196

3.43

Adult Recreation Classes

12.7%
24

44.97%
85

26.98%
51

6.35%
12

8.99%
17

189

3.46

Youth Recreation Classes

30.21%
58

47.92%
92

10.42%
20

2.08%
4

9.38%
18

192

3.88

Summer day camps

17.89%
34

46.84%
89

19.47%
37

5.79%
11

10%
19

190

3.57

25.26%
48

45.26%
86

18.95%
36

3.68%
7

6.84%
13

190

3.78

8.24%
15

28.57%
52

34.62%
63

12.09%
22

16.48%
30

182

3

Youth and Adult sporting
activities (soccer, tennis,
basketball, golf, etc)
Other activities
(pickleball program,
octaball program, etc)

Please rate the need for the following recreation programs

Youth Recreation Classes

3.88

Family Programs

3.83

Youth and Adult sporting activities (soccer, tennis, basketball, golf,
etc)

3.78

Summer day camps

3.57

Adult Recreation Classes

3.46

Senior Recreation Classes

3.43

Other activities (pickleball program, octaball program, etc)

3
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

Other Responses
1. Keep our parks safe from human traffickers. Too much of this going on today!
2. More marketing to let the public know what is available.
3. We need to create a better family friendly environment in our community. Keeping our youth busy and
out of trouble should be a top priority.
4. Mens floor hockey or lacrosse
5. Other communities offer day trips for Seniors to baseball games, shows, casinos, etc.
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4.5

Using the following scale, please rate the following six projects that you would be interested in
seeing completed. (1 = high priority and 5 = low priority)
1 (High
Priority)

2

3

4

5 (Low
Priority)

Total

Weighted
Average

33.16%
65

30.61%
60

15.31%
30

9.69%
19

11.22%
22

196

3.65

20.83%
40

30.21%
58

28.13%
54

12.5%
24

8.33%
16

192

3.43

Improve playscape

20.11%
37

27.17%
50

24.46%
45

15.22%
28

13.04%
24

184

3.26

Additional pavilions for
special/family events

14.14%
27

25.13%
48

24.08%
46

21.99%
42

14.66%
28

191

3.02

A splash pad

28.04%
53

25.4%
48

17.46%
33

16.93%
32

12.17%
23

189

3.4

Paved pathway
connecting Township
Parks

45.08%
87

22.8%
44

14.51%
28

9.33%
18

8.29%
16

193

3.87

Winter recreation
opportunities like a
sledding hill
Upgrade/add playground
equipment

Using the following scale, please rate the following six projects that you would be interested in
seeing completed. (1 = high priority and 5 = low priority)

Paved pathway connecting Township Parks

3.87

Winter recreation opportunities like a sledding hill

3.65

Upgrade/add playground equipment

3.43

A splash pad

3.4

Improve playscape

3.26

Additional pavilions for special/family events

3.02
0

0.5

1

1.5

2
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4.5

How do you receive information about Saginaw Township recreation programs? (Check all that apply)
(2017 Survey Results)
70.00%
58.42%

60.00%
50.00%

43.56%

46.04%

40.00%
30.00%
17.82% 19.80%

20.00%

23.27%

25.74%

10.89%
10.00%

4.46%

4.95%

6.44%

0.00%

How do you receive information about Saginaw Township recreation programs? (Check all that apply)
(2017 and 2012 Survey Results)
58.42%

60%
50%

43.56%

46.04%

40%
15.8%
30%

25.0%
17.82%

20%

26.6%
23.27%

25.74%

22.9%

19.80%

10.89%
10%

4.46%

4.95%

6.6%

6.44%
3.2%

0%

2017

2012
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How do you receive information about Saginaw Township recreation programs? (Check all that apply)
Other Responses
1. Counter at Center Courts
2. Experience
3. Facebook
4. I don't
5. Google search
6. Called rec office. Son's team.
7. Don't care..I live in the Township I'm ashamed how the recreation is run...
8. B
9. at Center Courts
10. friends
11. Word of mouth
12. The information is spotty. We rarely know what is going on.
13. Rarely with lack of decent newspaper
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If you or a family member has a disability, please indicate which of the following are needed in
Saginaw Township parks.
Strongly
Agree
24.18%
22

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

40.66%
37

30.77%
28

4.4%
4

Strongly
Disagree
0%
0

25.58%
22

33.72%
29

39.53%
34

1.16%
1

25%
22

40.91%
36

30.68%
27

Accessible waterfront
access

23.33%
21

36.67%
33

Accessible restrooms

35.48%
33

Paved trails
Accessible spectator
viewing areas

Flatter, easier grades
Accessible
Playgrounds

Total

Weighted
Average

91

3.85

0%
0

86

3.84

3.41%
3

0%
0

88

3.88

38.89%
35

1.11%
1

0%
0

90

3.82

40.86%
38

23.66%
22

0%
0

0%
0

93

4.12

31.46%
28

33.71%
30

31.46%
28

3.37%
3

0%
0

89

3.93

32.97%
30

29.67%
27

36.26%
33

1.1%
1

0%
0

91

3.95

Accessible Parking

If you or a family member has a disability, please indicate which of the following are needed in
Saginaw Township parks.

Accessible restrooms

4.12

Accessible spectator viewing areas

3.95

Paved trails

3.93

Accessible Parking

3.88

Flatter, easier grades

3.85

Accessible Playgrounds

3.84

Accessible waterfront access

3.82
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5
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4

4.5

5

Please provide your opinion on the following aspects of Saginaw Township Parks.

Park Maintenance/ Appearance
70.00%
63.50%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%

26.00%

20.00%
7.00%

10.00%

3.50%
0.00%
Excellent

Good

Poor

Don't Know/ No Opinion

Please provide your opinion on the following aspects of Saginaw Township Parks. (Con’t)

Variety of Facilities/ Amenities
80.00%
69.74%

70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%

12.82%

11.79%
10.00%

5.64%

0.00%
Excellent

Good

Poor

Don't Know/ No Opinion
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Please provide your opinion on the following aspects of Saginaw Township Parks. (Con’t)

Variety of Recreation Programs
70.00%
57.44%

60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%

21.54%
20.00%
10.00%

11.28%

9.74%

0.00%
Excellent

Good

Poor

Don't Know/ No Opinion

Please provide your opinion on the following aspects of Saginaw Township Parks. (Con’t)

Safety
70.00%
61.78%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.42%
20.00%
11.52%
10.00%

6.28%

0.00%
Excellent

Good

Poor
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Please provide your opinion on the following aspects of Saginaw Township Parks. (Con’t)
Other Response:
1. Bathrooms not always the neatest- no toilet paper, hand soap. Been a while, but used to always have
to take our own.
2. All the rec classes seem to be on either Tuesday or Thursday.
3. Wasn't pleased with the recent decision to remove basketball hoops from the Sandhill neighborhood seems like a great opportunity for Saginaw Tonwship police to perform some actual community
policing, positive interactions with the public/stop and play basketball with kids. To punish everyone
for the actions of one is not appropriate in my opinion. Even a part time playground supervisor would
likely deter the negative behavior referenced by the Township Supervisor. Employ a township
resident/recent graduate to facilitate activities and improve safety and/or have the township police
engage the community in that area.
4. All the programs you provide are run very poorly!!
5. My children have played basketball at center courts for the last 5-6 years and i have often been
concerned for the safety of my family and myself. We have witnessed verbal and physical fights
between spectators at these youth games. Very unsettling.
6. The playscape at Olsen park has had weeds and very little bark for a long time. Sad to see.
7. They are FREE and open long hours
8. Park cleanliness can be spotty. On at least three occassions, I have been at Wickes park, looking at
20+ pieces of trash in full view, watching three college-aged employees stare at their phones under
the pavilions for 45+ minutes. Yup, they're sure earning those paychecks. Wickes is usually the
dirtiest park. Mostly they're OK.
9. Love the community garden on the township pathway.
10. The bee problem at Olson park made my group have to find an alternative space due to the safety
concerns. Most of the parks appear dated and need a facelift.
Which of the following options do you feel is most important for the future of Saginaw Township
Parks?

7.1%

Enhance the existing parks (76.8%)

16.2%

Acquire more park space (16.2%)
Keep the parks as they are (7.1%)
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What would you do to improve Township parks?
1. First and foremost I would compliment Saginaw Township on their management of the Center Courts
Complex. The building is very well maintained and clean, the staff are very friendly and cordial. I have
commented as well as other senior walkers as to a dedicated time where the atmosphere would e less
noisy from basketball players, for the walking crowd. Center Courts is a great asset and it is very much
appreciated by users. Thank you so much! John does a great job at the front desk also.
2. Love to watch softball games, too old to play now but just live the sport! My husband played for yearseven co-ed, great to watch. I think the diamonds could use work and the dugouts, but we always
cleaned up after ourselves.
3. Stop building, work on maintaining what we have. Maintenance is what its all about, curb appeal sells
everything.
4. Keep them maintained and ready to use and enjoy.
5. Constant upgrades.
6. I like the connecting suggestion.
7. More outhouses along path ways, and places to tie up pets while using them.
8. Keep equipment updated, keep the harmful chemicals off the grass. Ive n trucks driving around
spraying everything. Rundup and other pesticides cause cancer. Our kids health and safety is the most
important thing that needs to be changed at our parks.
9. Have more for adults... there are a lot of things focused on kids. For those without kids or with grown
children there isn't much. I think we could use the nearby lakes and rivers better for kayaking and other
adult activities in these beautiful natural areas.
10. Continue to upgrade as the years go on
11. Splash pad and more paths to connect the Township. Pleasantview subdivision is still landlocked and
can't bike anywhere out of the neighborhood.
12. Dog park
13. The lack of places to park to access the paves pathway is incredibly frustrating. We do not live close
enough to any path to access it by walking from our home. We've had to leave the township and use
paves path in kochville or Midland due to this issue. Also finding information about the pathways is
nearly impossible!
14. I live next to West Michigan Park. It NEEDS to be closed at night. There are people there at all hours of
the night doing whatever they want. There are a lot of drug users going there and I know this because
they throw their needles over the fence and they end up on my property in which I have a dog who
could step on one of them at any time and get god knows what. Also there is a hole in the fence near
the river that we have been calling and asking to be fixed for several months. After the flood in June
they fixed the entire fence except the hole (that we had already asked to be fixed twice)... I get
trespassers (mostly drunk people) and its scary for me... a 33 year old female. I had 3 drunk dudes this
summer who felt that this path near the water that goes from my house all the way down 5 neighbors is
public land, he kept telling me its a public path and there is a clear hole through the fence for people to
use (they also kicked down the logs we had stacked to prevent people from walking through). Finally
the men left after I threatened to call the police. I called the township right after and let them know...
but still now 2+ months later the hole is still there... The park needs to be closed at night! Drug deals
and users are there frequently! It is NOT safe to leave it open at night. Please consider closing West
Michigan Park at night and PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE FIX the hole in your fence! I have a no trespassing
sign directly behind the hole on my property which has helped but doesn't always work to prevent
trespassers. We actually have several signs and one man came through the fence past the sign and
started fishing off our property. He was nice when we confronted him and moved back to the township
park. If you need any more information please call me. Katie Myers 989-245-2686
15. Use the Michigan State Parks visitor pass program to access GRANTS to improve the township parks.
Add more sports at local area, (if there is that - where can information be received?)
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16. Consolidate the baseball parks into one, turn the south little league park into a family park like the
plays and add a dog park there.
17. More play equipment for a little older child. Playscape seems to be good for up to about 7 years old
and younger.
18. Leave them alone
19. Have to think about this one
20. More winter activities available
21. Connect the rail trails to more parks and residential areas.
22. Connect the trails to other community trail systems like the Saginaw rail trail.
23. Splash pad for all ages not just 2yrs and younger.
24. I was unaware of several of these parks so I will look into them. I would like to see some more general
maintanence like oil some hinges on the swings, and fix the carousels at the Olsen park.
25. With the warmer, longer summers, some sort of water recreation for both adults and kids would be
welcome. I would love an outdoor pool, but I imagine the Township wouldn't want the liability and
expense. We removed our backyard pool a few years ago thinking that we could use Four Flags or the
BCCC, but those opportunities are gone. I would pay a membership fee for use of a community pool.
Barring that, a splash pad for both adults and kids would be a great way to cool off.
26. I would work with the road commission to come up with a comprehensive non-motorized policy which
would include multi-use paths and bike lanes on appropriate streets. By appropriate I mean something
that normal people would feel comfortable riding on. Not a path on the side of Bay Road or State St.,
but side streets that would have connections that cross the superhighways. This way people could go to
their local parks and beyond by walking and biking.
Also cul-de-sac style neighbourhoods could be easily connected to other neighbourhoods through short
paths that would connect the community, its people and its parks together. This would be a fairly
doable commitment esp. when constructing new or incomplete sub-divisions. It could also be
implemented in older subdivisions that are cut off from each other esp. by walking or biking. This
problematic design is endemic to the north of State St. area, but many of these areas could be easily
improved with the will and vision to have an integrated community that could be a showcase for the
area and beyond.
27. More paved pathways.
28. More family friendly bathrooms with changing tables and step stools by sinks
29. 1)kayaking opportunities
2)create outdoor eating areas that are inviting
3)empty pathway garbage cans more often.
4)have a police officer scope out the Pathway in early evenings.
5)If Center Courts closes at 7PM, it would be nice if the custodians aren't pushing the brooms on the
track in unison, forcing the walkers to step out of the way. Maybe that could be done after the track
closes?
30. Love the parks and the programs you offer. I would like to see more security measures though -officers, lights and cameras. Also, please consider proactive ways to get program information out to
people. For example, use a tool like Remind to let people register once for updates to programs that
interest them. You could schedule it to send friendly updates about programs throughout the year.
31. Very disappointed with the Saginaw Township Soccer Association, player fees for travel soccer
increased 200% in the last 5 years - with little improvement to the actual program (coaching, facilities,
etc). Seems the township could provide some much needed guidance to the good ol boys club out there
who are more focused on Party on McCarty than on developing youth soccer in our area.
32. New People Running It!!!
33. As remarked above. Pavilions, Add a few more parks. Pathways for biking, walking. Improved green
space.
34. I think we have great parks, I think adding features is most important. More features should increase
the use by residents and make parks more valuable to all.
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35. Add a pool area. Improve opportunities for kids activities. We need more things to involve the youth.
36. Connecting paths would be the top priority overall. Would love that for my family.
37. Pathway to neighborhoods connecting parks especially towards the northwest area of the township
38. Upgrade play equipment for kids, new stuff, better variety of activities, make it accessible to all.
39. More bathrooms and better lighting at night
40. 1. Connect the George Olson Pedestrian Pathway from where it ends on Shattuck west to Center, and
south to connect with the path that begins at the southwest corner of W. Michigan and Center. While I
am reluctant to use sidewalk space as a "pathway", I think it's the only option to connect them. This
would be fantastic as it would connect the 5 miles of pathways in Saginaw/Kochville to the 15 miles of
pathways that take you through Thomas Township and St. Charles.
2. Connect the George Olson Pedestrian Pathway from where it ends on the south side of McCarty to
where the Saginaw-Kochville Townships Pedestrian Path picks up again 1,000 feet north. I'm sure
there are reasons why existing sidewalks were used instead, but they creates an "end" to each side of
the path. Not many people transition from one path to the other, and it defeats the purpose of all of
these interconnecting pathways (Have you ever measured the traffic on either part of this path? People
don't continue north of McCarty, they turn around). It also adds about 3,500 feet of unnecessary zigzagging. People are responsible enough to cross McCarty without a light - the rail trail system crosses
busier roads without traffic lights all the time.
3. Update Immerman Park. That is by far the largest park in Saginaw, and one of very few with river
access. Despite it's large size, very little of the park is of use to the public, and that's a shame.
41. Update them all.
42. Some parks don’t have play areas for children, ie Soccer Complex. Would be nice to have a play area
there for the children. Also I’d like to see it part of police routine to at least do a quick visit to the parks
more frequently to show presence and boost public safety perception.
43. Bring control of STSA back to the township. The board of directors out there has lost literally thousands
of players in 10 years because of narrow minded views. It really is a shame that one of the best
facilities in the state is so underutilized and new travel programs are having to form due to a lack of
leadership from Jack Bird and STSA board of directors.
44. Add additional tennis courts, may be offer a league in the summer
45. It would be real nice to have activity times at parks and playscapes. Times where groups of like aged
kids gather together. Keeping Saginaw's youth busy is essential to keeping them out of trouble and off
our streets.
46. Add more nature exploration
47. I would love more nature trails or just more walking/biking trails in general. A natural playground would
be awesome as well!
48. Outdoor community pool similar to Plymouth Park in Midland, MI
49. See above
50. Access to the Tittabawasse,Add more community venues at Olson Park,Develop water front,landscape
and make Wickes east attractive and useful
51. A quality Skate Park would be a tremendous addition, given the popularity of this sport among young
people.
52. Keep them fresh, clean and updated.
53. update the bathrooms, improve fields for softball, upgrade playground equipment
54. More uniformed for example posted hours, rules, defined parking etc.at all parks.
55. Better maintenance of existing equipment. Better parking at park locations. Example: Berberovich Park
has no designated parking
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56. I would make efforts to make the community more livable by creating multi-use pathways that would
make it easier for people to visit the parks. I'd also plant more native trees in the parks for additional
shade. Areas in parks that are grass but are not needed for recreation I would convert into native
wildflower species. It would reduce maintenance costs but also be more natural and showcase
alternative land use techniques.
57. Install a pathway system that would connect all the parks.
58. Alternate with other parks in township, large gatherings with loud music and many activities such as
helicopter visits etc. so that ONE neighborhood doesn't get all the noise,crowds of people and cars,
people peeing on their lawn, parking their cars so that they block driveways, mailboxes, and I could go
on and on. Along with moving these events to other parks , paving a walking trail would also make the
access to the soccer field easier for participants and others who might want to use the smaller field
during the rainy season in the spring or even the summer after a big shower when the field floods in the
center and other areas and is not passable. The grooming and care of the field is well done, but
sometimes the little field gets neglected . GIVE US A BREAK from all the noise and activity and be fair
and spread it around to some of the other parks. After all the purpose of the fields are soccer not an
easy outlet and access for money making. Seeing the kids and young adults using the fields is a joy to
behold on a busy Saturday, but Party on MaCarty is not. By the way how comes the hours have been
changed? They start warming up many Thursday's in the early afternoon with speakers blaring and
vibrations like the bands are in the front yard and supposedly starts at 5:30 and used to end at 9:30
and now goes on to 10:00. Not fair. The Greeks are more respectful than the Soccer Association
(Saginaw Township). What would it take to Improve this Township Park? A lot of fairness and
consideration from the people in charge. Thru the years we as a family have been at and used most of
the parks and Saginaw Township can be proud of them. The residents thru taxes and millages have
provided many things for families and other adults and children that enhance their everyday lives. But
let's be fair. How many more years is this going to continue? We residents surrounding the soccer
complex know how the people in Frankenmuth feel. Residents that can leave Town when the big events
are on. We close the windows and shut the curtains to deaden the noise and turn the tv up. Leaving the
township is not an option. Some neighbors have sold out and left this area because of the field. Those
of us who are longtime residents aren't ready to give up just yet. Next year take Party On MaCarty and
make it Party On Center or Party in Satopa or Party at Haithco, anywhere but the Soccer Complex .
59. Add a bike path from the existing path behind Center Courts that would run down McCarty and connect
with Wickes Park.
60. Cleanliness matters, but my family greatly enjoys using our township parks and recreation programs.
Thank you.
61. When adding things like disc golf - try not to ruin the walking paths. We used to use Wickes all the time,
the addition of the disc golf has ruined it for us. The park in Mt. Pleasant put a disc golf course in but
they put it up front of the park and left the majority of the walking paths for walkers/bikers.
62. Christmas decorations?
63. Provide outdoor bathrooms
64. Clean dugouts at ball fields, powerwash them monthly. Fix fences at fields and improve warning track.
65. The fences on the softball fields, mostly at wickes park. Over the years, the fences are starting to come
up, causing balls to get underneath and out of play. Bees and wasp nest have been forming along the
top lining of the fences and near the distance signs on the fields, causing a frenzy later in the summer
when balls hit against the fence near where the nest are located. I personally was stung several times
last summer playing in a tournament not knowing of the nest.

2018 SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN

22

66. Add more walking and biking trails and increase access to them.
67. It would be helpful if outdated (and unsafe) play equipment was removed. The spring rockers at
Berberovich Park look really unsafe, and both merry-go-rounds at Olson Park by the library are look
wicked-crazy dangerous. Also, these pieces get used and abused by older kids (teenagers+). And
speaking of teenagers, it would be nice if there were regular playground patrols that showed up to kick
off the people using equipment they are clearly too old to be using. How about some defined parking at
Beberovich Park. Also, why is there an elected Parks Commission in Saginaw Township? It makes no
sense. Their meeting minutes aren't available on the Township's - what do they do?! They should be
appointed by the Board of Trustees.
68. The softball fields and baseball fields are in horrible shape. Sometimes the softball fields are like
playing on concrete. Need to replace the crushed granite with red clay. Also at some of the softball
fields the fences need to be pushed back. 275 is a short fence for many of the adults.
69. More activities.. attract tournaments for funding..
70. Cant do nothing when people that actually live in the city come to our township where WE pay higher
taxes. You take more money out of us and they keep on wrecking it, sorry, but you know it's true. Id take
my boy to the park years ago and lowlife looking scum would come in there, sit on their butts and not
even WATCH THER KIDS. Stopped going all together. My kid don't need any park.
71. Advertise the parks offerings. Like a shoe case park a month...
72. Youth summer programs...possibly a township pool
73. Ban dogs!! There are way too many dogs in Saginaw Township
74. Outside activities for all ages. The splash park is very limiting for parents who have older children.
That's why other cities splash parks have great family qualities. Several of my friends who moved out of
state live in growing communities have public pools and appropriate summer and winter activities.
I don't think the township does a good job at advertising what they do offer. I had no idea that we have
cross county ski trails until our oldest started playing softball. This is a great community resource for
people who travel to Midland to use their skis locally.
75. Upgrade the current playscape by State st Walmart. Put more parks in other places to or upgrade
current parks to distribute the ppl to help with crowding
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